




3 Prayers for a Nation in Crisis
(by Dave Butts)

During these days of division, anger, and uncertainty, most of us aren’t quite sure how to respond. What we 
must not forget is that we are not powerless. Our voices are heard in heaven! We can and need to ask God 
to intervene and to give us insight for ways we can respond with the love of Christ.

Here are some simple prayer points that we can pray together on behalf of our hurting neighbors and our 
nation.    
                                                  
1. Protection 
“Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, 
they will not reach him. You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs 
of deliverance” (Ps. 32:6-7).

It seems that the waters across our land are rising quickly and threatening to consume our cities.

Father, we ask for Your hand of protection to be upon our nation during these days of unrest and anger. Pro-
tect the lives of the angry as well as the officers and military personnel who are trying to restore order. Calm 
hearts and minds and bring restoration through justice and acts of repentance, humility and extraordinary 
love. Sing Your song of deliverance over our hurting nation, Lord.

2. Presence
“I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. I will walk among you and be your God, and 
you will be my people” (Lev. 26:11-12).

The Presence of God changes lives and meets the deepest needs—not just those of individuals, but also the 
needs of a culture. Welcoming the Presence of the Lord into our nation should be an essential part of our 
prayers.

Make Your Presence known Lord! In the midst of darkness, confusion and despair, may the light of Your glory 
shine. We welcome You and ask You to walk among us. Change lives, bring unity and stir Your people to be 
the image bearers of Jesus in this troubling hour! We long for Your presence to permeate our culture and 
transform our nation.

3. Peace.
 “Peace, peace to them, both near and far, for I will heal them all” (Isaiah 57:19).

In the midst of a badly divided nation from top to bottom, we desperately need God’s peace. He has placed 
His Church in a position of godly authority to stand for righteousness and justice…and to be instruments of 
His healing in our world.

Prince of Peace, come and walk through the streets of our cities. Rest upon the hurting, the angry and those 
who are bent on destruction. Awaken Your Church! Give us courage and kindness in order to be the peace-
makers You designed us to be! Help us to demonstrate justice for all people and the unity of a people who is 
one in You, because You created us equally. We long for Your peace to come to our nation, Lord!
   

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31
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Announcements
Sylvia Jolly’s 85th Birthday

Long time member Sylvia Jolly will celebrate her 85th 
birthday on April 26. Sylvia moved to Mars Hill a couple 
years ago to be close to her daughter, but she misses 
her church family very much. To help Sylvia celebrate 
this birthday, please send her a birthday card. Her 
address is 1280 Banjo Branch Rd, Mars Hill, NC 28754.

On April 10 we were able to help 44 people with our 
extra opening of the Clothes Closet. Though this 
doesn't sound like a huge deal, what is really important 
is nine families that we served we had never served 
before. It was a great time of fellowship and loving in 
our community. Special thanks to Brenda Falter and 
her team for their leadership and love. The Clothes 
Closet is now accepting both men’s and women’s 
summer clothes. 

As we look to the summer there are so many different 
ways we can be the hands and feet within our commu-
nity. Though we are not doing a big mission trip this 
summer that does not overshadow the fact that 
missions happen in our daily life if we look for them. Do 
neighbors need childcare for a day or weekend? Do 
friends need an extra meal because they are used to 
meals at school? What is needed in the area around 
you that can reach people and help them walk with 
God? Look for those things. It is my prayer that God 
brings those situations and those needs to our atten-
tion as we continue to join with one another in support 
and love. 

Many thoughts and prayers, 
Elizabeth 

Returning to Sunday School

January 17, 2021

A Message from Minister of 
Young Families & Missions

Elizabeth Kilby

April 25, 2021

Crosswalk
Returned April 4

S208
Teacher: Lynn Barker

Middle Adults

Emanons
Returned April 4

Adams Hall
Teacher: Angie Travis 

Roberts
Middle & Older Adults

Horizons
Returned April 4

E211
Teachers: William Barnard, 
Ken Marsh, Jeff Templeton

Middle Adults

Heritage Hall
Returned April 4

Conference Room
Teacher: Tom Brandon
Middle & Older Adults

Pioneer
Returned April 4

Heritage 1
Teachers: Jeff Templeton,
George McLeod, Jesse 

Jackson, & Valerie Granade
Older Adults

Adams Hall
Returning April 11

Library
Teachers: Ralph Bentley& 

Libby Purcell
Older Adults

 

Fellowship
Returned April 11

Heritage 2
Teachers: Don Hawkins &

Gale Hall
Older Adults

Esther
Returned April 11

S117
Teacher: Jerry Campbell

Older Adults

Children
Returned April 18
Children’s Dept.

Nursery - Grade 5

Youth
Returned April 18

Youth Cafe
Grades 6 -12

Seekers
Returning April 25

S101
Teacher: Carol Hunter

Middle Adults

Return plans for the 
Adventurers,

Bob Burns, and Joyful 
Voices classes will be 

announced 
at a later date.

 

Spring
H E L LO

“Flowers a�ear on the earth; 

the season � singing has come, the cooing � dov� is 

heard in our land.”
Song of Songs 2:12


