
Anytime someone says, “I’ve got some good news and some bad news,” I ask for the bad news first. I’d rather 
end on a positive note. In that regard, I’ve got some bad news and some good news. The bad news is that we 
have to postpone our Family Life Center Grand Re-opening a few more weeks.

We are all disappointed that the work is not yet complete, but in the big scheme of things, a few more weeks is 
not that long. The vast majority of work is actually complete.  All areas that had smoke damage have been 
cleaned and painted. We have all new HVAC, ceiling tiles, and audio/visual equipment. Even the carpet is down 
and looks great.

The last big hurdle is the kitchen equipment, which is currently being installed. The reason for the delay is twofold. First, we still have 
to go through an inspection process before we get our Certificate of Occupancy. If the building inspector or fire marshal come up with 
any additional work, we have to give ourselves time to accomplish that.

Second, all of our furnishings are still in storage – and we have a lot of furnishings. Items such as tables, chairs, craft supplies, kitchen 
utensils, dishes, sporting equipment, tools and much more have to be put back in place. Unfortunately, we can’t do any of this until we 
have the certificate of occupancy.  We don’t want to reenter a building that is not fully furnished.

The good news is also twofold. First, we are almost there and it’s looking great!  Every day brings us closer to enjoying a newly renovat-
ed facility. As frustrating as delays are, we must remember that we’re going to be using this building for years to come. So we don’t 
want to rush something this important.

Second, our ministry plans are coming together and the extra time will give us even more opportunity to plan. We’ve had great energy 
in the four meetings focused on health, fellowship, education and mission. Each team has come up with some excellent ideas that we 
will expand upon at the luncheon. 

Lastly, it’s fitting for us to move the Grand Reopening closer to 
Thanksgiving. I can’t think of a more appropriate time to 
celebrate and be grateful for our renovated facilities than 
Thanksgiving. 

Please continue to pray for all those involved in the renovations and 
planning for our new ministries. They are doing a great job. Believe 
me everyone who is working on this project wants it completed as soon 
as possible and we’ll all be grateful when we’re back in the FLC!
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From the Pastor...  

Hilda Lee & Sharron Parish
serve a delicious meal at the

Senior Adult Luncheon 
on September 21. 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER
GRAND REOPENING

COMING SOON

Together we will enjoy a wonderful 
lunch, recognize our Jubilee 

Members, and celebrate new 
ministries that will launch in the FLC!



October 15, 2017
 I Am the Good Shepherd

John 10:11-21

October 22, 2017 
 I Am the Vine
 John 15:1-8
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of October 1 & 8, 2017

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146. . . . . . . .118

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203. . . . . . . .173

10/810/1

Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families
Dr. Larry Gregg......................Minister of Christian Education & Administration
Rev. Justin Cox.................................................................Minister to Students
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Needed to Meet Goal

Alms 

Designated

Year-to-Date
66,956.00

27,629.00

39,327.00

1,029.00

5,856.00

66,956.00

14,145.00

52,811.00

829.00

65,785.00

October

Sunday, October 15
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Fall Festival
Monday, October 16

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, October 17

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study
Wednesday, October 18
9:30 a.m. Precept Study

5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, October 19
11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Luncheon - Adams Hall

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group

Sunday, October 22
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir

5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, October 23

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, October 24

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study - Adams Hall

Wednesday, October 25
9:30 a.m. Precept Study - Adams Hall

5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, October 26
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
Saturday, October 28

8:00 a.m. Church Work Day

Fall Sermon Series 
Knowing Jesus: The I Am Statements in John

 September Financial Update
Thanks to your generosity First Baptist Church had a banner year in 
2016-2017. Because you gave sacrificially and we invested frugally 
our church accomplished a $137,612 turn around!
 
Celebrations
•  Actual ministry budget giving was UP $65,985 over 2015-2016.
•  Actual spending was DOWN $71,542 from 2015-2016.
•  We gave $14,470 more to outside missions than last year and 
   met all of our mission goals ($54,100 in total).
•  We gave over $7,000 in additional gifts toward disaster relief.
•  We’ve repaid $16,250 of the money we borrowed three years ago   
    from designated funds.
 
Challenges
•  We missed making our 2016-2017  ministry budget goal by 
   $67,147 (7.7%). If we had made that, we could have done even 
   more.
•  We need to start off our new church year which began October 1, 
   2017 strong.
•  The pattern we set in October – December greatly determines 
   our ability to do ministry in the 2017-2018 church year.
 

Wednesday Evening Menus
October 18

oven fried chicken breast, mashed potatoes, roasted broccoli &
cauliflower, rolls, & cobbler

Children’s Menu: chicken sandwich & chips

October 25
beef stew, salad, rolls, & cake

Children’s Menu: hamburgers & fries



On the Oakwood Drive side of our 
church building are several 
beautiful rose bushes that greatly 
enhance our grounds. Kaye 
Daniel has taken on the responsi-
bility of caring for these bushes. 
She fertilizes, prunes, and gives 
plenty of TLC to the roses.  
Please take time to stop and 
admire these beautiful roses. 

In addition to caring for the rose 
bushes, Kaye and her husband Don 
see that our members who are unable to attend receive plenty of 
visits and cards. Each Wednesday evening, Kaye and Don ask 
everyone in attendance to sign greeting cards that will be mailed to 
our homebound members. 

Thank you for all you do to make First Baptist Church great!

Each issue of The Interim will feature a member that does great 
and often unrecognized things for FBC. If you would like to see 
someone recognized as an Unsung Hero, please e-mail Kayley 
Crouch at kayley@statesvillefbc.org or call 704-873-7231.

A Native American’s Version of the Twenty-Third Psalm

Sunday, October 15, 2017
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Front Lawn
Celebrate the season with us!

Due to the rainy weather on October 8, we 
will have this event on October 15. We will 
have lots of games, prizes,  candy, & snacks! 
Bring your whole family and invite all your 
friends!
 

Remember when we prayed the Twenty-third psalm?  Below is a beautiful version of that psalm in a slightly di�erent form.
 
The great Father above is a Shepherd Chief.  I am His, and with Him I want not.  He throws out to me a rope, and the name of the rope is love, and He 
draws me to where the grass is green and the water is not dangerous.

Sometimes my heart is very weak, and falls down, but He lifts it up again and draws me into a good road.

Sometime, it may be very soon, it may be longer, it may be a long, long time, He will draw me into a place between mountains.  It is dark there, but I’ll 
draw back not.  I’ll be afraid not, for it is in there between the mountains that the Shepherd Chief will meet me, and the hunger I have felt in my heart all 
through this life will be satis�ed.  Sometimes He makes the love rope into a whip, but afterwards He gives me a sta� to lean on.

He spreads a table before me with all kinds of food.  He puts His hands upon my head, and the “tired” is gone.

My cup He �lls, till it runs over.

What I tell you is true, I lie not.  The roads that are “away ahead” will stay with me through this life, and afterward I will go to live in the “Big Tepee” and sit 
down with the Shepherd Chief forever.
 

Fear not, little �ock, He goeth ahead,
Your Shepherd selecteth the path you must tread;

The water of Marah He’ll sweeten for thee,
He drank all the bitter in Gethsemane.

 
Fear not, little �ock, whatever your lot,

He enters all rooms, “The doors being shut,”
He never forsakes; He never is gone,

So count on His presence in darkness and dawn.
                                                        

Paul Rader

Unsung Hero
Kaye Daniel
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Announcements

Messages by: Nelson Granade

CBF Mission Bites
Bite 52: A taste of home
"Beloved Community at our Persian Ministry looks like members 
preparing food, serving it and cleaning up. Although our members 
often struggle financially, this is how they welcome others in appre-
ciation for what God has done for them. This is how they use their 
gifts in the Beloved Community.

If you have lived in another country, you know how significant it is 
when you have a taste of home. This is what the Persian Ministry 
provides. Recently, one whom we welcomed expressed his appre-
ciation for Beloved Community by outlining in great detail his future 
plan to create a Welcome Home Ministry for those who will come in 
the future. 

Question: What's better than Beloved Community? 
Answer: Multiplication of Beloved Community."

- Pat, CBF field personnel among Persian Speakers in the U.S.

Bite 53: Unimaginable peace 
"'As-salaamu alaikum. Peace be upon you'" Ahmad and Saif grew 
up uttering this phrase daily in war-torn Afghanistan, but peace 
seemed so far away. A minority tribe, they and their families were 
victims of the civil unrest. Both of Ahmad's parents were killed by 
the Taliban and he fled to India before arriving in Southeast Asia as 
a refugee. Saif's story is similar. His father was killed and his broth-
er kidnapped by the Taliban. 

In our country, they met Christians and they found beloved commu-
nity. They found a new family, they found faith in Jesus Christ, and 
they found peace. In Saif's words, 'I've looked and hoped for peace 
all my life. In Christ I found a peace I never imagined I'd have.'"

- Brooke and Mike, CBF field personnel in Southeast Asia

A Note of Appreciation From Shirley Deal
Dear Church,
It means so very much to know we are not alone in our sadness. 
Time, cards, and prayers of so many who gave, comforts our hearts 
and uplifts our spirits. We see God in their faces, hear Him in their 
voices, and feel Him in the touch of their hands.

Shirley, Vicky, Blake III, Darron, and Michael Deal

A Note of Appreciation From Drew Burgiss
FBC,
Thank you so incredibly much for your financial gift last month 
toward my ministry with Athletes in Action here at UNC. Your partner-
ship allows me to be where God has called me to be right now, and 
I could not be more grateful. It is a privilege to be teamed up with my 
home church family as, together, we seek to help reach people for 
Christ.

Thank you again for all you mean to me.
Drew Burgiss

Senior Adult Luncheon
Thursday, October 19, 2017

11:00 a.m. ~ Adams Hall
Our program this month will be given by Becky Galliher, Director of 
the local Board of Elections. This will be a very informative and 
patriotic program about voting and the election process and a 
special performance by James Martin singing the National Anthem. 
The devotion and program will begin at 11:00 a.m. with lunch at 
12:00 noon. You may sign up when you are called, in your Sunday 
School Class, or by calling the church office at 704-873-7231 no 
later than noon on Monday, October 16. Cost of the meal is $6.00 
payable at the door. 

Church Work Day
Saturday, October 28, 2017 ~ 8:00 a.m.

On this day, we will work on various projects throughout our church 
building. Please sign up in the Welcome Center if you are able to 
attend. 

Newly Elected Deacons
At the worship service on Sunday, October 1, our congregation 
elected William Barnard, Clarence Poole, and David Potter to serve 
on the Deacon Ministry Team. They will begin serving in January 
2018.

Therefore, brothers, be patient until the Lord’s coming. See 
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth and is 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You 
also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the 
Lord’s coming is near.   - James 5:7-8


