New carpet is installed in the sanctuary
hallway. This renovation is part of
the Continuing the Dream campaign.
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It’s hard to believe that it’s been over a year since COVID forced us to change the way we do ministry. When we
had to stop holding in-person services last March, I naively hoped we’d only deal with this for a few short weeks. I
certainly didn’t want to miss Easter last year, but I missed it and more. We’ve spent week after week and month
after month trying to safely do what we could.
I still can’t tell you when everything will be back to “normal”, and I hope our “new normal” is actually better than our
“old normal”. I can tell you that COVID has given us an opportunity to examine our ministries and rebuild even
stronger. I don’t believe there will be any “light switch moment”, when everything is back as it was. I think it will be
more like a water spigot that we can open up a little more as we go along.
I am glad to say that this Easter (April 4) will offer us more opportunities for celebration than last year. In fact we
have two opportunities for in-person worship as well as our on-line option. Our first service will be at 8:00 a.m. in
the Sanctuary (masks required) and our second
Description
service will be at 10:00 a.m. on the front lawn (bring Class Name Return Date Location Teacher
April 4
S208
Lynn Barker
Middle Adults; Co-ed
your lawn chairs). So that we can plan appropriate- Crosswalk
ly, we need you to sign up by visiting our website Emanons
April 4
E212
Angie Roberts Middle & Older
Adults; Co-ed
(www.statesvillefbc.org) or calling the church office.
I am also happy to let you know that Sunday School
is coming back in a phased approach. After hearing
from class leaders about how each group felt and
how many members had the opportunity to be
vaccinated, we developed the schedule you see in
the attached chart. Of course we will also continue
to provide the prerecorded Sunday School lesson
and offer a Zoom option. All of our classes are open
to new members, so this might be a good opportunity to get involved.
My hope and prayer is that our church, community,
nation and world will continue to recover and even
thrive. As more of us get vaccinated (all of our
ministerial staff has had at least the first shot), we
will be able to do even more. Until then we will still
experience the VUCA (volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity) of COVID. Yet, we have a God
who has brought us this far and who will never
forsake us.

Horizons

April 4

E211

William Barnard Middle Adults; Co-ed
Ken Marsh
Jeff Templeton

Heritage Hall

April 4

Conf. Rm.

Tom Brandon

Pioneer

April 4

Heritage 1

Don Hawkins
Older Adults; Co-ed
Jesse Jackson
George McLeod
Jeff Templeton

Adams Hall

April 11

Library

Ralph Bentley
Libby Purcell

Older Adults: Co-ed

Fellowship

April 11

Heritage 2

Don Hawkins
Gale Hall

Older Adults: Co-ed

Esther

April 11

S117

Jerry Campbell

Older Adults: Co-ed

Children

April 18

Children’s
Dept

Nursery - Grade 5

Youth

April 18

Youth Cafe

Grades 6 -12

Seekers

April 25

S101

Carol Hunter

Middle & Older
Adults; Co-ed

Middle Adults; Co-ed

Adventurers

TBD

Elizabeth Kilby

Young Adults; Co-ed

Bob Burns

TBD

Chuck Heckel

Older Adults; Men

Joyful Voices

TBD

Hilda Lee

Older Adults; Co-ed

Schedule
Sunday, March 28
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
9:00 a.m. Sunday School - Zoom & Adams Hall
Multipurpose Room (FLC)
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, March 29
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, March 31
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
5:30 p.m. To-Go Meals
Menu: chicken & dumplings, baked apples, green
beans, & chocolate chip cookies
Thursday, April 1
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Saturday, April 3
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday, April 4
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
8:00 a.m. Worship Service in Sanctuary
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Front Lawn
Monday, April 5
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, April 7
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
5:30 p.m. To-Go Meals
Menu: TBD
Thursday, April 8
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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Fianancial Update
Thank you for your continued financial support of First
Baptist Church! Here are some celebrations and concerns.
Celebrations:
• Our Continuing the Dream Campaign continues to do
well. We’ve been able to complete the hallway painting
and carpet is going down now.
• We are in the process of starting our organ update and
have funds available for the down payment.
Concerns:
• For most of COVID we have run ahead of last year’s
giving (though behind budget). In February and March,
we have fallen behind last year and even further behind
our budget goals.
• As we are adding back ministries, we need to fully support our congregations ministry budget. We don’t want
to pull back because of lack of funding, just when we are
restarting more of our ministries.

Newly installed carpet
in the hallway outside
the Sanctuary.

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of March 14 & 21, 2021
3/14

3/21

Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . . . . 49. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
In-Person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal

69,097.00

Year-to-Date
468,999.00

Budget Receipts

36,286.00

395,285.00

Goals Not Yet Met

32,811.00

73,714.00

50.00

2,895.00

2,717.00

4,207.00

699.00

75,851.00

Alms
Eddie Steele Fund
Designated

March

A Message from Minister of Young Families & Missions
Elizabeth Kilby
Happy Spring!
We are so excited about little things popping up here and there and the weather changing with longer days.
Easter is right around the corner which means we have even more opportunities to spread the love of Jesus. People
are already talking about Easter and what it means. Take some time for some intentional conversations with your
friends and family about the meaning of Easter - may be something you have always enjoyed and something you
would like to see more of. Listen to those conversations as Jesus leads you to talk to people and share His good news.
Please be in prayer for the Clothes Closet as they have an additional day of opening for the seasons changing on
Saturday, April 10.
Many thoughts and prayers.
Elizabeth

Organ Upgrade
Our Deacon Ministry Team, on the recommendation of our Business Management Team, recently voted to proceed with the
organ upgrade and delay the carillon project till later. This reprioritization means sufficient funds are now in hand to order
the new organ.
We will follow the Organ Committee’s (James Martin, Eddie Wiseman, Bob Cashion, Nancy Deal, Sonja Lewis, Mary Alice
Lowrance, and Alan Williams) recommendation to purchase a Rodgers Infinity 361 Digital Organ. This will allow us to have
clearer sound while maintaining the beautiful pipe aesthetics of our current organ.
James Martin and Eddie Wiseman will lead a Zoom call at 7:00 p.m., Sunday, March 28, 2021 to explain this selection and
answer questions you might have. You may join this meeting by following this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82510241142?pwd=bjR0ZnpwUU1KUmt3dERMbmdkUlo0dz09 (Meeting ID: 825 1024 1142 & Passcode: 188075) or by
going to our website (www.statesvillefbc.org).

Free Yourself From Negative Thoughts

Do you want freedom from negative thoughts? Pray! But don’t focus on the negative things happening in your life and
around you. Give God thanks for what you see and sense Him doing in the midst of them. Make it a habit several times
a day to take a “thanksgiving break”. There is always something to be thankful for. One of my friends told me that every
time she cleans her toilet, she thanks God for an indoor bathroom. I love it! The Lord scoops up those prayers of thanks
and gives us the freedom of His Holy Spirit. “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” (2 Cor. 3:17, ESV) “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving.” (Ps. 50:14a, ESV)
Lord, I thank You for being with me all the time, no matter where I am. I am resolved to start being more thankful—when
I feel like it and when I don’t. Thank You, Lord. Amen.
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
See! The winter is past;
the rains are over and gone.
12
Flowers appear on the earth;
the season of singing has come,
the cooing of doves
is heard in our land.
11

Song of Songs 2:11-12
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Announcements
CBF Mission Bite
Mission Bite 210: Bad Attitude Transformed to
Beloved Community
We work with immigrants to Spain and with Christians
already in Spain. Some of our local Christian brethren
had a bad attitude toward internationals and were
vocal about it.
We had to fight our own bad attitude about their bad
attitudes.
But the love of Jesus carried us all through. Once the
brethren started volunteering and got to know the international community, they have had a change of heart.
They are now some of the first to volunteer for an activity and some have become advocates.
Praise God for continuing to teach us how to love our
neighbors as ourselves.
- Eddie and Macarena Aldape, CBF field personnel
serving in Albacete, Spain
Mission Bite 211: Giving Food, Giving Thanks
Over Thanksgiving week, our ministry at Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries cooked 32 turkeys and provided more than 800 individually-wrapped, home-cooked
Thanksgiving meals to our neighbors experiencing
food insecurity. This year, we were especially excited
because for the first time we were able to deliver
enough meals to four local family shelters to feed
every adult and child staying in those shelters.
January 17, 2021

- Lesley-Ann Hix Tommey, field personnel serving in
New York City

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 3

Our Easter Egg Hunt is quickly approaching! We will be stuffing Easter eggs on
Tuesday, March 30 in Adams Hall. This will
be open from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. so
people can drop by and stuff eggs when it
fits their schedules. We also need volunteers to hide eggs on Saturday, April 3.
Please sign up for a time slot and come
hide eggs for one of our smaller Easter egg
hunts. Hiding will begin at 9:45. We still
have spaces available to hunt eggs as
well. Please sign up to stuff, hunt or hide
eggs at www.statesvillefbc.org

Easter Sunday
April 4

8:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship on
Front Lawn
(Please bring lawn chairs.)

Please register at www.statesvillefbc.org or
call the church office at 704.873-7231.

