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THE TIME OF GATHERING 

 The Chiming of the Hour 
 

 

 The Welcome and Announcements  Elizabeth Kilby 

 

 

 The Prelude IN PRAISE OF GOD Sikes 
 

 

 The Call to Worship  Elizabeth Kilby 

 ~based on Psalm 48 
 

 

 The Opening Hymn* GOD OF OUR FATHERS NATIONAL HYMN 
 

    God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 

   Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

   Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 

   Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 

 

   Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 

   In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 

   Be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 

   Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen way. 

 

   From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

   Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 

   Thy true religion in our hearts increase, 

   Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

   Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 

   Lead us from night to never-ending day; 

   Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 

   And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 



 The Invocation and Lord’s Prayer  Melissa Wilson 
 

 

 The Greeting  Nelson Granade 

  Peace be with you. 

  And also with you. 
 

 

 The Response I LOVE YOU, LORD Klein 
 

  I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship You. O my soul, rejoice! 

  Take joy, my King, in what You hear: May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear. 
 

 

THE TIME OF CELEBRATING FAITH AND FREEDOM 

 The Attestations of Liberty  Melissa Wilson 

 Magistrates are not by virtue of their office to meddle with religion or matters of conscience, 

 to force or compel people to this or that form of religion. (John Smyth, 1612) 

 

 No king or bishop can or is able to command faith, that is the gift of God. 

 To constrain princes and peoples to receive the one true religion of the gospel  

 is wholly against the mind and merciful law of Christ. (Leonard Busher, 1614) 

 

 Every person ought to be left free with respect to matters of religion. 

 The Holy Author of our religion needs no compulsive measures  

 for the promotion of God’s cause. (General Committee of Baptists in Virginia, 1785) 

 

 Everyone must give a personal account to God, and therefore all people ought to be at liberty  

 to serve God in a way that each can best reconcile to [their] own conscience. (John Leland, 1719) 

 

 Religion must be forever voluntary and uncoerced. It is not the prerogative of any power  

 to compel people to conform to any religious creed or form of worship, or to worship,  

 or to pay taxes for the support of a creed they do not believe.  

 God wants free worshipers and no other kind. (George W. Truett, 1920) 

 

 

 The Pastoral Prayer  Nelson Granade 
 

THE TIME OF RESPONSE AND GIVING 

   GOD BLESS AMERICA Berlin 
 

God bless America, land that I love. 

Stand beside her, and guide her through the night with the light from above. 

From the mountains to the prairies to the oceans white with foam, 

God bless America, my home sweet home. 



THE PROCLAIMING OF THE WORD 

 The Scripture Reading*  Jackson Wimpy 

  1 Peter 2:13-17 
 

 

 The Message  Nelson Granade 

  “ STRONG  CHURCHES  PRACTICE  FAITH  AND  FREEDOM ” 
  Sixth in the series, “Building a Strong Church” 

 

 

THE TIME OF COMMITMENT 

 The Closing Hymn* AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL MATERNA 
 

   O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

   For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

   America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 

   And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

 

   O beautiful for pilgrim feet, whose stern, impassioned stress 

   A thorough-fare from freedom beat across the wilderness! 

   America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 

   Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 

 

   O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

   Who more then self their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

   America! America! May God thy gold refine, 

   Till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine. 

 

   O beautiful for patriot dream that sees, beyond the years, 

   Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 

   America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 

   And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 

 

 

 The Benediction*  Nelson Granade 
 

 

 The Postlude MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY Traditional 
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