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   As a small boy I remember occasionally going with my 
father to work at the Post Engineer’s Office on 
Redstone Arsenal. One of the early impressions was 
that we had to go through the guard station as we 
entered the military installation. The MP’s at the gate 
checked each vehicle and passenger to be sure each 
one had the proper ID. To me those MP’s were the 

symbol of authority. The Oxford Dictionary defines authority as “The 
power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience.”
 
   I remember that the decades of the 1960s and 1970s are often 
described as a time of challenge to authority. In reality that challenge 
continues is a variety of forms. A struggle over authority is often domi-
nant in the “terrible twos” (I prefer to call them the terrific twos!” –trying 
to be positive) and right on through adolescence. For many people, to 
some degree, it is an issue throughout life.  

The Pocket Prayer

As One With Authority

Clay Lunsford performes at the Senior 
Adult Luncheon on Thursday, January 15.
The next Senior Adult Luncheon will be 
Thursday, February 19, 2015.

This week's Prayer Point is an excerpt from Max Lucado's book, “Before Amen”

Father, you are good. I need help. Heal me and forgive me. They need help. Thank you.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

   Let this prayer punctuate your day As you begin your morning, Father, you are good. As you commute to work or walk the hallways at school,I 
need help. As you wait in the grocery line, They need help. Keep this prayer in your pocket as you pass through the day.
   When we invite God into our world, he walks in. He brings a host of gifts: joy, patience, resilience. Anxieties come, but they don’t stick. Fears 
surface and then depart. Regrets land on the windshield, but then comes the wiper of prayer. The devil still hands me stones of guilt, but I turn 
and give them to Christ. I’m completing my sixth decade, yet I’m wired with energy. I am happier, healthier, and more hopeful than I have ever 
been. Struggles come, for sure. But so does God.
   Prayer is not a privilege for the pious, not the art of a chosen few. Prayer is simply a heartfelt conversation between God and his child. My 
friend, he wants to talk with you. Even now, as you read these words, he taps at the door. Open it. Welcome him in. Let the conversation begin.

His servant and your friend, Ginny Stikeleather 

   A challenge to authority was a large part of the issue that the Phari-
sees and Sadducees had with Jesus. In the scripture for this coming 
Sunday’s sermon (Mark 1:21-28), the people are astounded that 
Jesus’ teaching and healing is “with authority.” Later, when Jesus 
cleansed the temple, the leaders come to him angrily asking, “By what 
authority did you do this?” The New Testament perspective, of course, 
is that Jesus has received his authority from God. After all, He is the 
Son of God.
  
   In our many struggles with authority at many levels, we would do 
well to remember that God has the ultimate authority. That is encour-
aging when we face the likes of a Hitler of the early 20th century or 
Isis militants in the 21st century.  On a personal level, remembering 
that God is the ultimate authority may be perplexing to our human 
spirit of independence and wanting to do it “my way.” On the other 
hand, we are given the wonderful assurance that behind the divine 
authority of God, there is also His divine love, fully revealed in Jesus 
Christ, His Son, our Savior.     

 

 
   
  
 



















October 1 

Brent Garrison 

Lilyana Armstrong 

Max Simon 

Suzanne Thomas 

Mikie Van Buren 

October 2 

Mia Acosta 

Melea Black 

Matthew Corbett 

Shain Mitzel 

Niya Farley 

Tyler Clodfelter 

Jimmy Webb 

O’Bryan Wellman 

Rebecca West 

October 3 

Holly Fox 

Betty Holbrook 

Carol Hunter 

October 4 

Tim Ellenburg 

George McLeod 

October 5 

Arnie Nunnery 

October 6 

Pam Brown 

Kelly Howard 

Andy Jones 

Stephanie Williams 

October 7 

Savannah Deal 

Emily Buchler 

Juliana Kathman 

Courtney Davanzo 

October 8 

Tracy Greer 

Melissa Kepley 

Billie Matheson 

Pat Moore 

Jeff Mullins 

Charlie Reber 

Pam Stewart 

October 9 

Mary Jean Labuda 

Matt Markham 

Mary Alice Lowrance 

October 10 

Jim Gregory 

Richard Gregory 

October 11 

Jacsyn Beane 

Sara Beth Hadden 

Becky Waugh 

October 12 

Emma Hadden 

Gabriel McElfresh 

October 13 

Teresa Earp 

Andrew Koontz 

Wilma McNiel 

Joe Pickett 

October 14 

Nancy Bell 

Nan Miller Johnson 

Vonnie Jordan 

October 15 

John Boone 

Kristin Kirk 

Jennie Payne 

October 16 

Beth Mitzel 

Kyle Milwood 

Carolyn Saddler 

Matthew Waugh 

October 17 

Garrin Abbott 

Debbie Pitsenbarger 

Adam Sloan 

James Connolly 

October 18 

Jeff Church 

Patch Hadden 

Crystal Simons 

Betty Stegall 

October 19 

Mary Ann Armstrong 

Crystal Beale 

Ben Boone 

Jim Brooks 

Cindy Carroll 

Mary Cotton 

Nancy Hughes 

Dottie Smith 

October 20 

Thomas Alexander 

Alli Eudy 

October 21 

Nina Bell 

Kellie Faulk 

October 22 

Shirley Brendle 

Jennifer Chapman 

Phillip McLain 

Jan Petree 

Beth Webb 

October 23 

Matthew Bowers 

Smith Lowrance 

James McNiel 

Al Pettit 

Mark Wilkinson 

October 24 

Margo Deal 

Brittany Martin 

October 25 

Judy Horney 

Adam Miller 

Bill Murdock 

October 28 

Pam Potter 

October 29 

Sydney Wiggins 

Monnie Martin 

October 30 

Sam Buckner 

Jody Parlier 

Deacon Petree 

October 31 

Rusty Chapman 

Erin Ellenburg 

Pat Haney 

Vernelle Herrin 

Dale Pocock 

Andy Purcell 







 

October 1— White Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert 

October 8— Chicken & Broccoli Casserole, Green Beans, Tossed     

                      Salad, Dessert 

October 15— BBQ Chicken, Pinto Beans, Cole Slaw, Dessert 

October 22— Baked Ham, Sweet Potato Casserole, Corn, Dessert 

October 29— Chicken Burritos, Tex-Mex Rice, Salad, Dessert 

 
Meal Prices:  Through age 12: $4.00, Age 13—Adults: $5.00 
        Senior Adults: $4.00, Family:  $20.00  

Welcome to Dr. Roger Gilbert 
 
First Baptist Church extends a warm 
welcome to Dr. Roger Gilbert, who will 
be serving as our interim senior minis-
ter starting Wednesday, October 1. He 
will be preaching at both Sunday morn-
ing worship services, beginning Octo-
ber 5, and will be leading Wednesday 
night Bible studies starting October 1.  
 
Dr. Gilbert lives in Mt. Airy and is married to Deidre 
Anne. They have two children and three grandchildren. 
Dr. Gilbert is a retired senior pastor who has served 
churches in Bladenboro, Greensboro, Whiteville, and 
Mt. Airy since 1974. He holds a Master of Divinity and a 
Doctor of Ministry from Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.  



Schedule

Financial Statistics

Sunday, February 1 ~ John 1-2
  8:30 a.m.         Early Worship - FLC
  9:45 a.m.         Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.         Worship in the Sanctuary

Monday, February 2 ~ John 3-4
  9:00 a.m.         Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.         Sewing Group
10:00 a.m.         Applewhite Group Meeting - Adams Hall
12:00 p.m.         Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, February 3 ~ John 5-6
    6:00 p.m.         Precepts Bible Study
    6:00 p.m.         Yoga - FLC
    7:00 p.m.         Men’s Basketball - Gym  

Wednesday, February 4 ~ John 7-8
  9:30 a.m.          Precepts Bible Study 
  5:00 p.m.          Family Night Meal (Baked Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic 
                           Rolls, & Dessert) 
  5:45 p.m.          Adult Bible Study - FLC
  5:45 p.m.          Children’s & Student Activities
  7:00 p.m.          Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, February 5 ~ John 9-10
  8:00 p.m.          Senior Basketball - Gym         

Friday, February 6 ~ John 11-12
12:00 p.m.          Line Dancers - Gym

Saturday, February 7 ~ John 13-14
Sunday, February 8 ~ John 15-17

  8:30 p.m.         Early Worship - FLC
  9:45 a.m.         Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.         Worship in Sanctuary
12:15 p.m.         Soup & Sandwich Lunch Fundraiser for Belize Team

Monday, February 9 ~ John 18-19
  9:00 a.m.         Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.         Sewing Group
12:00 p.m.         Line Dancers

Tuesday, February 10 ~ John 20-21
  1:00 p.m.         Red Cross Blood Drive - FLC
  6:00 p.m.         Precepts Bible Study
  6:00 p.m.         Yoga - FLC
  7:00 p.m.         Men’s Basketball - Gym

Wednesday, February 11 ~ Acts 1-2
  9:30 a.m.         Precepts Bible Study 
  5:00 p.m.         Family Night Meal (Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
                          Green Beans, & Dessert)
  5:45 p.m.         Adult Bible Study
  5:45 p.m.         Activities for Students and Children

Thursday, February 12 ~ Acts 3-4
  8:00 p.m.         Senior Basketball - Gym

Friday, February 13 ~ Acts 5-6
12:00 p.m.         Line Dancers  - Gym

Saturday, February 14 ~ Acts 7-8

 

Church Staff Directory
Dr. Roger Gilbert.........................................................................Interim Pastor

Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship

Mr. Landon Senn...............................................................Minister of Students

Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families

Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Budget - Received                   

Alms                                                                         

Designated - Received                                  

Building Reserve - Received                                

 

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 1/18/15

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 1/11/15

Budget for 2014-2015

Budget Received-Year to Date

Remaining in Budget - Unfunded                  

Designated Funds Received-Year to Date     

Alms Received-Year to Date                              

Building Reserve-Year to Date                         

Total Giving-Year to Date                          

Weeks of January 18 & 25, 2015

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of January 18 & 25, 2015

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152. . . . . . . . . . . . .139

Church in Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .251 . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 

  8:30 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97

10:55 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .171. . . . . . . . . . . . . 140

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon - Fri          Tel: 704-873-7231
THE INTERIM (USPS 581-800)

Published Every Two Weeks
by First Baptist Church, 815 Davie Avenue,

Periodicals postage paid at Statesville, NC 28677

POSTMASTER: send address changes to: THE INTERIM
First Baptist Church, 815 Davie Ave., Statesville, NC 28677-5310

$6,074.00

0.00

1,645.00

0.00

Global Missions - Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

International Mission - Southern Baptist Convention

1/18

 7,719.00

11,838.76

865,070.00

277,810.34

587,259.66

30,568.70

2,642.96

5,390.00

314,320.14

International & Global Missions Offering

$2,425.00

$1,907.00

TOTAL: $4,332.00            GOAL: $15,000

1/18

$10,080.76

0.00

1,718.00

40.00

Happy Valentine’s Day!
 “Take delight in the Lord, 

and he will give you the desires of your heart.”  
Psalms 37:4



Family Lent Kit
Starting February 8 you can pick up your Kids At First Family Lent Kit!  
A kit has been made for each family with children ages 3 years through 
5th grade. This kit is full of activities to help your family experience the 
season of Lent together. EVERYTHING you need for each activity is 
in the bag! There is a lot of fun in store for your family. See Melissa to 
pick up your bag!

Family Worship
Starting in February, one Sunday a month the children will stay in the 
Sanctuary for the full service to worship with their family. We haven't 
really done this over the past couple of years, but I believe it is import-
ant for our children's spiritual development. Nursery will still be provid-
ed. 

Children's Choir Notes
The Children's Choir will help lead in worship at the 8:30 service 
February 15 and the 11:00 service March 29 & April 26. Please make 
every effort to have your child at these services, so they can help lead 
the worship.
 

Say Cheese!
The Children's Ministry Team is creating a Children's Ministry Directo-
ry.  This directory will be a tool to help us be more effective in minister-
ing to the children & families of the church. We will be taking pictures 
on Sundays, when you are dropping off and picking up your children 
from Kids at Worship and Sunday school. To be most effective we will 
take a family picture and an individual picture of each child. This will 
start this Sunday!
 

Wednesday Night Missions & Music
The New Year is a great time to get involved in Missions and Music on 
Wednesday Evenings! The children are currently learning about Lottie 
Moon and the impact she has had on Global Missions.
 

 

Student Ministry Children’s Ministry
Winter Mission Retreat Packing List and Schedule

Friday, January 30 - Sunday, February 1, 2015

 The remaining $25 is due by this Friday, January 30th. We leave that 
day and payment is expected. 

What to bring:
1. Please pack a soft-shell suitcase. No hard cases please. 
2. Bedding - sleeping bag and/or twin sheets
3. Bathroom "stuff"
4. You want to dress warm, but in layers! Saturday you will start cold, 
    but you will warm up quickly!
5. Rain jacket
6. Flashlight
7. Bible
8. Money for snacks at camp and dinner. We will stop on the way
    Friday night.

Schedule:
1. Arrive at FBC at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 30. 
2. We will grab a bite of dinner then arrive at Look Up Lodge.
3. Saturday is our day of service. We will be working with families 
helping them move into half-way houses. We will also be doing gener-
al cleaning and maintenance on these houses. We will be working in 
teams both in the morning and afternoon with a break for lunch. 
Around 5:00pm that evening we will return to Look Up Lodge for 
dinner and hangout time. We will unpack the days events and have a 
short discussion time. 
4.  We will arrive back to FBC at 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 1. 

Please make sure to print out and fill out both the Look Up Lodge 
medical form and FBC medical form. A new year means new forms! If 
you do not have the option to print, I will have copies Friday when we 
leave. These forms can be found on the right side of the homepage at 
venturestudents.org
 
Please make sure to be with your student at drop off so Melissa can 
notarize your form. 
 
 

 

   I paraphrased the following from one of my fellow ministers.

   “No two churches are alike. Differences are based on many factors. For example, leadership, both clergy and laity, varies with each church. 
There are critical shaping events which cause one to develop in one way rather than another. The ranking of priorities differs with each fellowship.

   Because of this individuality, some people feel more comfortable in one church than another. It is difficult for me admit a church can not be 
broad enough to accommodate everyone, but not church’s style to worship and character of ministry are acceptable to everyone. (I believe we 
ought to work at keeping church as inclusive as possible, engaging in constant reform to foster great diversity, though we always come up short.)

   So, despite our efforts, the fragment of church which meets for worship at 815 Davie Avenue will be a suitable place for everyone to find 
challenge and support. At the same time, I am anxious for us to act responsibly in making First Baptist an attractive option for those in search of 
a Christian community. As our life together provides great meaning for us, we must recommend it as a redemptive fellowship for others.
 
  Be alert to those who work with you, or live in your neighborhood, or happen at the same social event. Explore ways to introduce your church 
to them. Follow up your conversation about church for an enlarged view of who we are and what is happening among us. The staff is always 
available for sharing interest for those persons in quest of a vital Christian family. Genuine faith always has an evangelical dimension - we 
express it in different ways.” Many of us believe that ours is the warmest, friendliest, and most creative church in our area. We realize that we 
must do more than think that, we must live it and share it. As we do our prayer is that many of you will come and join with us.

Frank R. Campbell  
 
 

 

From The Desk of Pastor Frank R. Campbell...
About the Church You Attend

From Volume 20, Issue 21 of The Interim published Sunday, May 23, 1976
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Announcements

Acolytes
Sunday, February 1

Sunday, February 8

Sunday, February 8
Rachel Estes & Sarah Estes

Kendyl King & Andria Eudy

Sunday, February 8

Coffee Rotation
Sunday, February 1

Dan & Jean Mills

Emanons Class

Worship Greeters
Sunday, February 1

Chris Simon

Check Heckel

Jeff Templeton

Jason Allen

David Lewis

Eddy Sipe

Pat Rushton

Shannon Ashley

John Garland

Nancy Garland

Dan Mills

Jean Mills

Inclement Weather Policy
Our church follows the Iredell-Statesville Schools policy for 
closings due to inclement weather. If the schools are closed, 
the church office is closed and all church activities for that day 
are canceled. You may check the church closing status by 

calling the church office and checking the recording (704-873-7231), 
checking our website (www.statesvillefbc.org), and checking the following 
TV stations (WBTV, Charlotte; WSOC-TV, Charlotte; WCNC-TV, Char-
lotte).

Christian Sympathy
...is extended to Pam Winston in the death of her father, Dale Bartlett of Philippi, 
WV.

Applewhite Group
Monday, February 2, 2015 ~ 10:00 am ~ Adams Hall

The Applewhite Group extends an open invitation to all women to meet with us on 
Monday, February 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Adams Hall. 

Jean Elledge’s sister, Virgie Brown, a retried missionary, will share some of her 
experiences with us.

Everyone is encouraged to bring a baby gift for Julie and O’Brien Wellman’s baby 
girl. They need diapers size 1, baby wipes, and onezies size 0-3 months. This is 
our Community Mission for February. 

Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

1:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Family Life Center

Iredell Memorial Hospital will host a blood drive Tuesday, February 10, 1:00 - 5:30 
p.m. in the Family Life Center. To make an appointment, go online to redcross-
blood.org and enter keyword “IMH”. 

Chili & Soup Lunch Fundraiser
Sunday, February 8, 2015

12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Family Life Center

To raise funds for the mission trip this summer, the Belize 
Team will host a chili and sandwich lunch immediately follow-
ing the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Please plan to attend to 
help our Belize Team. All donations will help with the construc-
tion ministry, dental ministry, and a Vacation Bible School.

A Note of Appreciation From the Statesville Christian School
Dear First Baptist Church,

Thank you so much for allowing us to use your  facilities for our dinner theatre. It 
was a perfect setting and had everything we needed! Your staff was so welcoming 
and helpful. Allowing us to use your facilities free of charge greatly increased our 
profit which goes directly towards our mission to the Dominican Republic. Thank 
you for partnering with us to further God’s kingdom!

Statesville Christian School Senior Class


