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One of the hidden blessings of hardship is that it can lead to thanksgiv-
ing. In fact, we are more likely to express gratitude after a difficult time 
than when things are going well. Take the first American Thanksgiving 
for example. It was held after the very first harvest in the new world and 
meant that the Pilgrims would not have to suffer through another winter 
of starvation. Or consider when Thanksgiving became an official nation-
al holiday. This occurred during the middle of the Civil War, when Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln declared a day of "Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens."

I hope the fact that God has seen our congregation through difficult 
times will produce a response of thanksgiving. Valerie and I are certainly 
grateful to be a part of such a wonderful church. We have a loving 
congregation who has welcomed us with open arms. We have a beauti-
ful facility in which to worship, learn and fellowship.  We have active 
children’s, youth, adult and senior adult ministries. We are known for our 
commitment to community missions and beyond. These are just a few 
of the items about First Baptist Church, but my gratitude list could go on 
and on.

White Christmas ~ Sunday, December 6, 2015
White Christmas Sunday is fast approaching, and there is a lot to do. There is something for everyone to do. In addition to praying for this ministry 
and the families that we will serve, I will sign up to help in the following ways:

______ I will give generously. We need money to purchase the toys and food. Mark your donations “Christmas Ministries”. The toys  and food are 
purchased from this fund.
_______ I will donate clothes. We are in need of good, clean used children’s and teen’s clothes sizes 0-18, and winter coats of all sizes are needed.
________ I will volunteer to help in the clothes closet, sizing and hanging clothes.
_______I will bring “like new” used toys.  These are needed for emergency needs that come up.
_______  I will volunteer to bring homemade desserts for the lunch
________ I will volunteer to help December 6. This is the day families will be coming to the Family Life Center to pick up their gifts, and food, and 
to eat lunch with our members. We need people to greet the guests, eat with them and hear their stories, and strong arms to carry the boxes of 
food and toys.  This is such a wonderful opportunity for the whole family to share the Love of God with others.     

Name _____________________________     Phone # ________________ 
           
Please turn this form in to the church office or give to Carol Hunter. Because of your willingness to share your time and money with those less 
fortunate, you are truly expressing the love of Christ and the real meaning of Christmas.  Thank you for your participation.

Carol Hunter – 704-876-1462

 

Dameon Spearman and Aaron
Milstead play a game at 
Kingdom Fest Fall Festival on
Sunday, October 25, 2015.

From the Pastor...  
I hope you too are grateful for what God is doing in our midst.  If so, 
you’ll have the opportunity to express your gratitude at our annual 
Thanksgiving Lunch, Sunday, November 22, 2015. The gathering will 
also serve as our annual meeting, but the focus will be on celebrating 
all that God has done in and through our church this past year. The 
staff and team leaders are putting together a wonderful program of 
thanks, but you too will have an opportunity to participate. You will be 
asked to write down things you are grateful for and together we will 
cover a whole wall of the Family Life Center. 

Perhaps it takes going through difficulty for us to realize the blessings 
we have every day, but I hope making our gratitude lists will help us 
become more aware of God’s daily gifts.  First Baptist Church is so 
blessed and I look forward to celebrating God’s goodness with you in 
the coming weeks. A sense of thanksgiving will be pleasing to God and 
produce more joy in our lives. Better yet, true gratitude will move us 
beyond ourselves and help us to be the blessing we are called to be to 
our community. 

Nelson Granade, Pastor



Financial Statistics

Sunday, November 8 ~ Jeremiah 10-13
  8:30 a.m.   Early Worship - FLC 
  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.   Worship in the Sanctuary
  5:00 p.m.   Venture Students

Monday, November 9 ~ Jeremiah 14-17
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, November 10 ~ Jeremiah 18-22
  6:00 p.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC
  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym  

Wednesday, November 11 ~ Jeremiah 23-25
  9:30 a.m    Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal - FLC (spaghetti with meat sauce, 
                    tossed salad, garlic rolls & dessert)
  5:45 p.m.   Adult Bible Study - FLC
  5:45 p.m.   Activities for children & students 
  7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, November 12 ~Jeremiah 26-29 
  8:00 p.m.   Senior Basketball - Gym    

Friday, November 13 ~ Jeremiah 30-31
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Saturday, November 14 ~ Jeremiah 32-34
Sunday, November 15 ~ Jeremiah 35-37

  8:30 a.m.   Early Worship - FLC
  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School for All Ages
10:55 a.m.   Worship in Sanctuary
  5:00 p.m.   Venture Students

Monday, November 16 ~ Jeremiah 38 - 40 & Psalm 74 & 79
  9:00 a.m.   Prayer in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m.   Sewing Group
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Tuesday, November 17 ~ 2 Kings 24-25 & 2 Chronicles 36
  6:00 p.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
  6:00 p.m.   Yoga - FLC
  7:00 p.m.   Men’s Basketball - Gym 

Wednesday, November 18 ~ Habakuk 1-3
  9:30 a.m.   Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
  5:00 p.m.   Family Night Meal - FLC (fried chicken, macaroni & 
                    cheese, green beans, & dessert) 
  5:45 p.m.   Adult Bible Study
  5:45 p.m.   Activities for Students & Children
  7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir Practice

Thursday, November 19  ~ Jeremiah 41-45
 11:00 a.m.   Senior Adult Luncheon - FLC 
  8:00 p.m.   Senior Basketball - Gym

Friday, November 20 ~ Jeremiah 47-48
12:00 p.m.   Line Dancers - Gym

Saturday, November 21 ~ Jeremiah 49-50
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of October 25 & November 1, 2015

Church in Bible Study  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .252. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

  8:30 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10:55 a.m. service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203

10/25 11/1

Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister

Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship

Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families

Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Budget - Received                   

Alms                                                                         

Designated - Received                                  

Building Reserve - Received                                

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 10/25/15

TOTAL GIVING WEEK OF 11/1/15

Budget for 2015-2016

Budget Received-Year to Date

Remaining in Budget - Unfunded

 Designated Funds Received-Year to Date     

Alms Received-Year to Date                              

Building Reserve-Year to Date                         

Total Giving-Year to Date                          

Weeks of October 25 & November 1, 2015

$8,203.00

0.00

2,040.00

25.00

Senior Adult Trip
Tuesday, December 1, 2015

We still have a few openings for the one-day trip to the Wohlfahrt 
Hause Dinner Theatre in Wytheville, Virginia. Reservations can 
still be made through November 15, 2015, by check payable to 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in the amount of $40.00 per person. 
Turn your check in to Kayley in the chuch office or to Loy Devine 
or Gale Hall. Call Gale at 704-873-4029 if you have questions.

10,268.00

20,075.00

890,724.00

64,501.03

826,222.97

13,531.00

1,813.00

125.00

75,275.50

$17,445.00

665.00

1,915.00

50.00

11/110/25



Kingdom Fest Fall Festival ~ Sunday, October 25, 2015

Prayer Point
Lead Us Not Into Temptation

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Jesus was instructing His disciples how to pray. Did He mean for them to understand that 
God sometimes tempts us and sometimes delivers us from temptation, depending on how bad or good we’ve been or how He might “feel” on a 
particular day? Absolutely not! God never changes. He is always for us. And if God is for us, who (or what) can come against us? Absolutely no 
one or nothing. “God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.” Here’s the secret: God Himself is the “way of escape”!!! When we live in a constant awareness of 
God’s presence in our lives, He is our shield and defender. We can stand still and watch Him fight for us as He did for Moses and the Israelites at 
the Red Sea. When we pray, “Lead us not into temptation,” we are expressing our desire to avoid the dangers of sin altogether. However, God 
sometimes allows us to be tempted so that He can test us. Will we be faithful? Will we hunger for His Word? Will we pray without ceasing? Living 
24/7 in His presence ensures that we will pass the “test”.
 
Lord, help me to live constantly in an awareness of Your presence, so there will be no danger of falling into the quicksand of temptation, which 
leads to sin. Thank You that as I firmly plant my feet on the solid rock who is Christ Jesus, no evil can reach me.
 
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather  
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Announcements
Coffee Rotation

Sunday, November 8
Melissa Wilson

Sunday, November 15
David Potter

Message by: Dr. Nelson Granade
November 8, 2015: The Body of Christ (Romans 12:3-8)
November 15, 2015  Being the Church (Matthew 28:16-20)
Worship with us Sundays 8:30 a.m. or 10:55 a.m.

Senior Adult Luncheon
Thursday, November 19, 2015

The program for this month’s luncheon will feature an 
“old time hymn sing” with attendees doing the singing. 
In addition, there be some solos and/or group perfor-
mances. Please join us as we sing our old favorite 
hymsn. As usual, the cost of the meal is $6.00 payable 
at the door. Call the church office at 704-873-7231, or 
sign up in your Sunday School Class to reserve your 
seat. Meeting will be in the Family Life Center.

A Note of Appreciation from Charles Guy
Thank you for all the prayers during a time in which I really needed them. 
They really meant a lot to me.

Charles Guy

A Note of Appreciation from Franklin White
Thanks so much for the Sunshine Basket, most of all for your visits and 
support. They were greatly appreciated.

Many Thanks,
Franklin White

A Note of Appreciation from Power Cross
Thank you so much for all your help in making our Power Cross House a 
home! Your time and skill are greatly appreciated!

God Bless,
Power Cross Ministries

Welcome to Our Church Family!
Steve and Julie Estes joined First Baptist Church 
by letter of transfer at the 10:55 a.m. service 
Sunday, November 1. Their daughter Rachel is a 
candidate for baptism. Also shown with them is 
their daughter, Sarah.

New Arrival!
Congratulations to Tyler and Jaclyn Cline on the birth of a daughter, Clara 
Thomas, on October 30, 2015. The proud grandparents are Clayton and 
Karen Cline.
 

Joyful Noises
Monday, November 9, 2015

10:00 a.m. ~ Brookdale Peachtree
The Joyful Noises will be singing at Brookdale 
Peachtree Nursing Home at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 
November 9. All those that would like to sing are invited 
to join us. Those that would like to carpool should meet 
at the church at 9:45 a.m. You may also meet us there 
at 10:00 a.m.

Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 22, 2015

9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:55 a.m. Joint Worship in Sanctuary

12:00 p.m. Luncheon & Celebration of Church Ministries

Join us for a very special Sunday as we celebrate and 
give thanks to the Lord for our congregation and all the 
wonderful ministries of our church. We will have a joint 
worship in the Sanctuary at 10:55 a.m. After the worship 
service we will share a meal a together and have a brief 
meeting about all the things FBC has done over the 
past year. This will act as our annual meeting. Please 
bring a homemade, presliced dessert to share. 
 

A Note of Appreciation From Louise Lewis
Thank you for all your prayers, visits, calls, cards, and  the lovely gift basket 
I was given during my recent hospital stay. Your prayers and encourage-
ment have been very meaningful to me.

Thank you for all the prayers for my grandson, Phillip, during his illness. He 
is feeling better at this time.

Louise Lewis


