
THE INTERIM
From the Pastor...

The Venture Students say farewell to
Minister of Students Justin Cox.

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School

The hymn, What a Friend We Have in Jesus, is a poem originally written from a son to his mother. It was 1855 and Joseph Scriven was 
a long way from his mother. He had immigrated to Canada and she still lived in his native Ireland. 

Joseph was severely ill and missing his mom. A friend came by and noticed the poem Joseph had been writing. The friend asked who 
wrote it and Joseph replied, “The Lord and I did it between us.” He then added that he hoped it would be some spiritual comfort to his 
mother. 

Though it was never meant to be published, What a Friend was so powerful that it became wildly popular.  Most people didn’t even know 
who wrote it; they were just moved by the words.  It simultaneously expressed the depth of sorrows we face in life and the strength we 
can find in God’s deeper grace.

The poem flowed from Joseph Scriven’s own spiritual struggles. Just after graduating from Trinity College in Dublin, Joseph fell in love 
and became engaged to a beautiful young woman. He had the entire world before him, but it all fell apart. One day when they were 
crossing a bridge over the River Bann, his fiancée fell from her horse and drowned before Joseph could get to her. 

With his life in turmoil Joseph went to Canada seeking a new start. Joseph found a new life in Port Hope and soon gained the respect 
of the local people. He worked hard and even tutored children with their homework.  He fell in love again and was engaged to be married 
to Elisa Roche. Sadly, tragedy struck a second time when Elisa caught pneumonia and died before they could be wed.

Instead of giving into grief, Joseph chose to lean into his faith. He became even more active in the Plymouth Brethren Church. He looked 
around and saw that there were others even less fortunate than himself. He dedicated his life to serving those in need.  He shared his 
clothing with the destitute, cut wood for widows and handicapped folks, and never accepted payment. 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus is powerful because it expresses Joseph’s deep faith formed in the crucible of tragic loss. When facing 
his own death, Joseph’s concern was for his mother. He knew that she would be heartbroken and wanted to comfort her. She had 
introduced him to Jesus’ friendship, and he wanted to remind her that it was enough.

Most of our stories are not as dramatic as Joseph Scriven’s, but we all have griefs to bear.  I can remember my mom singing What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus as she cared for us four children. As I grieve her on Mother’s Day, I take solace in the hymn and remember 
that I don’t have to bear things alone. May your friend Jesus bear you as well. 

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!
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Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Financial Statistics

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of April 28 & May 5, 2019

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144. . . . . . . . . .124

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188. . . . . . . . . .220

5/54/28

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Needed to Meet Goals

Alms 

Designated

Year-to-Date
68,538.00

22,301.00

46,237.00

714.00

1,686.00

607,179.00

490,798.00

116,381.00

4,272.00

91,093.00

May

Sunday, May 12
Mother’s Day

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

4:00 p.m. Venture Voices
5:00 p.m. Venture Students

Monday, May 13
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary

5:00 p.m. Dine to Donate at Broad Street Burger Company
Tuesday, May 14

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

Wednesday, May 15
9:00 a.m. Precept Bible Study

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, May 16

11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Luncheon
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

Saturday, May 18
8:00 a.m. Operation Inasmuch

Sunday, May 19
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Venture Voices

5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, May 20

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, May 21

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall

Wednesday, May 22
9:30 a.m. Precept Bible Study

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, May 23

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School Monday, May 13
9:00 a.m. Pickleball 

11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, May 14

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, May 15
8:00 a.m. Pickleball

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Thursday, May 16
9:00 a.m. Pickleball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball

Friday, May 17
11:45 a.m. Linedancers

Monday, May 20
9:00 a.m. Pickleball 

11:45 a.m. Linedancers
Tuesday, May 21

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, May 22
 8:00 a.m. Pickleball

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesday After-School Program
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study

Thursday, May 23
9:00 a.m. Pickleball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball

Friday, May 24
11:45 a.m. Linedancers



Sin Hinders Prayer

Sunday, April 28, our youth and their parents hosted a farewell reception for our Minister to Students Justin Cox. Justin has 
completed his seminary studies at Wake Forest University and has accepted a job as a head pastor at a Baptist Church in 
Vermont. Our congregation will greatly miss Justin, his wife Lauren, and their daughter Violet.

We welcome Elizabeth and Andrew Kilby, 
who have reactivated their membership in 
First Baptist Church.  Many of you already 
know them because they both grew up in our 
congregation and Elizabeth is the daughter of 
William and Margaret Barnard.
 
We also welcome Elizabeth to our ministerial 
staff. She will be working with us part-time as 
our Young Adult Director.  Her focus will be on 

reaching out to young adults and helping them find a home at First 
Baptist Church. 
 
Please take time to welcome the Kilbys and show your support of our 
blossoming young adult ministry. Elizabeth and Andrew may be 
reached at 704-880-2832.

     

 

 

Welcome Elizabeth & Andrew Kilby

Farewell Reception for Minister to Students Justin Cox

Day
friend

Sunday, May 26, 2019

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Picnic Our Deacon Co-Chair David Potter commits to bringing

 a friend to church on Sunday, May 26.
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Announcements
CBF Misson Bites

Mission Bite 127: Interfaith Hospitality & Communal Living
During my Student.Go Southeast Asia internship, I witnessed 
interfaith hospitality and communal living in a way I’ve never seen.

The love and concern my fellow Christian, Muslim, Buddhist and 
Hindu friends demonstrated for one another is a remarkable demon-
stration of what it means to love your neighbor. They embraced 
community in a way Westerners have yet to understand fully and live 
a given life that is poured out in so many ways.

My understanding of embracing one another despite differences was 
deepened, and I am so thankful for this experience.

- Anna Garcia, Summer 2018 Student.Go intern in Southeast Asia

Mission Bite 128: Templo
In a humble tin structure that serves as the templo (sanctuary) in 
Carmen Grande, Manuel and his older brother begin to sing in beauti-
ful harmony, accompanied by their guitars.

In the far south of Mexico, in the rural state of Chiapas, the future is 
bleak for young men and boys. Land is essential for survival, and 
poor, indigenous families own little land. Subsistence farming is the 
norm; families grow beans and corn and raise chickens and hogs. 
Between growing seasons, many men head to El Norte (the north) to 
work in northern Mexico or the United States.

Pastor Manuel’s family has suffered much. They’re a family of all sons 
where the oldest son inherits land from his father – and there simply 
isn’t enough land to divide among them. One brother committed 
suicide; two others are working in the U.S.

“It’s hard,” said Manuel. “There’s a lack of hope here. My younger 
brothers send money back so we can rent land to farm.” Leaving 
home is a necessity. There’s no work in the community to generate 
income.

Pray for the indigenous peoples of Mexico who live in communities 
with little hope and see migration as necessity for survival.

Sue Smith, field personnel serving Latino immigrants in Fredericks-
burg, Va.

Transportation Ministry Needs Drivers
Our Transportation Ministry is in need of drivers that would be able 
to drive our members who are unable to drive themselves to doctor 
appointments. If you are interested in being part of this important 
ministry, please contact Hilda Lee at 704-876-0590. 

Broad Street Burger Company Fundraiser for 
Belize Mission Trip

Monday, May 13, 2019 - 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Plan to have dinner at Broad Street Burger 
Company on Monday, May 13. A portion of all sales will go 
directly to our Belize Team. You must tell your 
server that you are there for the Belize Mission 
Team. 

A Note of Appreciation from Edna Davis
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers, love, and support you have so freely 
given during the loss of my grandson.

Sincerely,
Edna Davis

Operation Inasmuch
Saturday, May 18, 2019

8:00 a.m. 
Due to the rainy weather conditions on Saturday, April 13, we 
postponed Operation Inasmuch in hopes of a day of sunshine. We 
will have a variety of projects that will serve our community and 
there will be a place for people of all skill sets to serve. 

Senior Adult Luncheon 
WHAT: Birthday Party for 90’s and over (85’s and older recognized)
WHEN: Thursday, May 16, 2019
TIME: 11:00 a.m. (Family Life Center)
RSVP: Gale Hall - 704-873-4029 or church office  704-873-7231 
(no later than NOON, Monday, May 13, 2019)
***Entertainment by Ulysses Long
***All are welcome at this last meeting of this program year.

Church Conference
Sunday, May 12, 2019

There will be a called Church Conference Sunday, May 12, 2019 to 
present the nominees for Associate Pastor/Youth Search Team. 
The nominees are: Jason Allen, Sherry Ashley, Kevin Beale, Carol 
Hunter, Sarah Johnson, Ken Wilson, & Carla Wimpy.

Friend Day/Memorial Day Celebration
Sunday, May 26, 2019

9:00 a.m. Sunday School - 10:00 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Picnic 

This year, we are combining our Memorial Day Celebration with 
Friend Day. On this day, we ask that you bring a friend to church 
and to our Memorial Day Celebration. Please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. The church will provide BBQ as our main course. 

Dine
Donate

to


