The stuents enjyed fellowship at the beach June 13-18..
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The Fourth of July falls on Sunday this year, which will give us the opportunity to celebrate both our freedom as Americans and our freedom in Christ. Of course, our freedom in Christ is paramount. In fact,
much of the reasoning for governmental freedom came out of theological underpinnings.
The concept that all persons are created equal and endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
rights was both a political statement and a faith statement. This does not mean, however, that our founders were creating a religious state. In fact, most Colonists wanted the opposite; as many had come to
America to escape religious persecution by state religions.
Because freedom is paramount to Americans in general and Baptists in particular, it’s worth our while to
explore the nature and meaning of freedom. One of the best treatments of what freedom means to Baptists is Walter Shurden’s book, The Baptist Identity: Four Fragile Freedoms.
Dr. Shurden, who is the former Chair of the Christianity Department at Mercer University, argues that freedom is at the heart of faith. Belief cannot be forced by any authorities, even well meanings ones. We must
each deal with God on our own for faith to be genuine and sincere.
The four freedoms Shurden identifies as Baptists distinctives are:
BIBLE FREEDOM – “… the Bible, under the Lordship of Christ, must be central in the life of the individual
and church and that Christians, with the best and most scholarly tools of inquirery, are both free and obligated to study and obey the Scripture.” (pg. 5)
SOUL FREEDOM – “… the inalienable right and responsibility of every person to deal with God without
the imposition of creed, the interference of clergy, or the intervention of civil government.” (pg. 5)
CHURCH FREEDOM – “… local churches are free, under the Lordship of Christ, to determine their membership and leadership, to order their worship and work, to ordain whom they see as gifted for ministry…
and to participate in the larger Body of Christ…” (pg. 5)
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM – “… freedom OF religion, freedom FOR religion and freedom FROM religion,
insisting that Caesar is not Christ and Christ is not Caesar.” (pg. 5)
Though I will be taking them in a slightly different order, I will use Shurden’s categories throughout my
July preaching to help us focus on both freedom and our Baptist heritage. I hope you will join us in person
or online as we explore what it means to be free and faithful believers.

A Message from Minister of
Young Families & Missions
Elizabeth Kilby

Schedule
Sunday, July 4
Independence Day
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, July 5
Church Office Closed
Wednesday, July 6
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, July 7
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, July 11
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, July 12
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball

The Fourth is the culmination of summer for me. All
things come together in hot dogs and hamburgers,
friends, and fun and games. Yet, all too often I am
struck with the reality that so many do not have the
things that we do.
Some fear for their life and safety. Others fear over
their freedom and over religion, even more others
fear over food insecurities, clothes, and the basic
needs. As I sit in my air conditioning, I realize that this
too is a privilege that so many do not have. With that
mindset I am struck with the blunt force that I not only
have the capacity but the responsibility to help those
in need.
What we do, to be honest, is not as important as our
heart behind it. Where are we serving in love? Where
are we giving out of our hearts? Where are we creating space for God to use our time and our talents.
Maybe it’s in the grocery store to strike up a conversation or maybe it’s in our homes to address some
frustration or discontent.
Wherever God is pulling, lean in and discover that the
freedom of knowing, loving, and abiding in Him, no
matter how difficult, is the most wonderful thing we
could do.
Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth

Wednesday, July 14
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, July 15
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1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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A Prayer For The Country

Almighty God, Who has given us this good land for our heritage; We humbly beseech Thee that we may
always prove ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honorable
ministry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and
arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion us into one united people, the multitude
brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endow with Thy spirit of wisdom those whom in Thy name
we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that through obedience to Thy law, we may show forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In time of prosperity fill our
hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in
Thee to fail; all of which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
- The Book of Common Prayer
This weekend, we celebrate July 4th. In what ways have we grown
as a country? In what ways have we dwarfed?
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Beyond Tolerance: The cosmic Christ and religious freedom
By Sam Harrell - CBF Blog

Most of us are well versed in the idea of “tolerance” when dealing with people whose religious experience or
faith differ from our own. Religious freedom is, after all, an American, even a Baptist ideal. So religious freedom is important to us.
I do often wonder, however, how many of us would think it worth significant effort on our part to ensure that
others have the opportunity to freely seek after God in a manner of their own choosing?
As Christians, we consider Jesus as the ultimate teacher, guide and path to God, and would love nothing
more than for others to embrace a similar path. But we aren’t all Christians.
Nor are we ever likely to be. While this realization should not stop us from bearing witness to the redeeming
relationship we enjoy with God through Jesus, we should, hopefully at some point, accept that God is not
limited by our ways and means.
Consider this excerpt from C.S. Lewis via Brian McLaren:
“The world does not consist of 100 percent Christians and 100 percent non-Christians. There are people who
are slowly ceasing to be Christians but who still call themselves by that name...There are other people who
are slowly becoming Christians though they do not yet call themselves so.
There are people who do not accept the full Christian doctrine about Christ but who are so strongly attracted
by him that they are his in a much deeper sense than they themselves understand. There are people in other
religions who are being led by God’s secret influence to concentrate on those parts of their religion which are
in agreement with Christianity and who thus belong to Christ without knowing it.”
Underneath and beyond tolerance should lie a deep and abiding sense of the love of God towards humanity
from the beginning to the end of time. Richard Rohr suggests that “the (cosmic) Christ is the first idea in the
mind of God.”
This image of God imprint, divine grace, our true self – is what propels humanity to seek after God regardless
of our religion or culture of origin. It is this Christ that we are honoring when we uphold our ideal of religious
freedom.
And it is this Christ that we are persecuting when we do anything less.
Sam Harrell and his wife, Melody, serve as Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel in Nairobi, Kenya.
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Announcements
A Note of Appreciation from Mac Funderburk
I was overjoyed by the number of people who remembered me on my 80th birthday. Thank you for all of the
cards, calls and well wishes. I miss you all, but enjoy
being a part of worship online. Thank you for your
prayers and support for Evelyn and myself.
Mac Funderburk

Discovery on Adventure Island
Vacation Bible School
July 26-30
Register Today!

Jubilee Sunday - July 25, 2021
During the worship service on July 25, 2021, we will
recognize our members that have been part of our
congregation for 50 or more years and our members
who are 90 or more years of age.
Ladies Thursday Meeting
Mark Your Calendar
Thursday, October 14, 2021
Be sure to mark your calendar for our Ladies Thursday
Meeting.
Our Ladies Thursday Meeting has been rescheduled
for Thursday October 14, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall of the Family Life Center. Dawn Smith
Jordan of Irmo, South Carolina, who was originally
scheduled for our April 30, 2020 meeting that was
cancelled because of COVID-19 will be the speaker for
the October meeting. Dawn is a Christian singer, songwriter, author and speaker. Dawn relates true-life
stories of the various storms we each face in our lives,
and intertwines a combination of music, testimony,
humor, transparency and importantly the truth found in
God's word.

At Discovery on Adventure Island VBS,
students will enjoy an interactive,
energizing, Bible-based good time on their
quest for God’s great light. They will become
Explorers and discover how God’s light shines
on us and how we can reflect that light as we
live each day.
VBS is for children ages 3 - Grade 5.
Visit our www.statesvillefbc.org to register your
child or call the church office at 704.873.7231.

January 17, 2021

Complimentary childcare for babies to school age will
be provided. (Registration is required at time of ticket
purchase).
This will be a wonderful evening of good fellowship,
good food, and inspirational thoughts.
Ladies Thursday Steering Committee

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free.
But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh;
rather, serve one another humbly in love.
Galatians 5:13

