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From the Pastor...
I have been overwhelmed by your love and desire to help as I face surgery on Monday and our church continues to recover from
the fire. Since so many of you have asked how you can help, here are a few tangible things you can do.
Pray
Pray for our congregation as we go through the inconvenience of cleaning up and renovating from the fire. Pray for those who
are working on our facilities. Pray for our Staff, Deacons and Building and Grounds Team as they are carrying an extra load. And
yes, please pray for me both during my surgery and recovery time.
Support
Support comes in many forms. I’m so pleased that several folks have already made extra contributions to cover our insurance deductible. This is a
challenging time and our church was already stretched financially, so continued financial support eliminates a lot of stress and enables us to both make
repairs and carry on our ministry.
Support also comes in the form of encouragement and engagement. It’s been wonderful to see many volunteers come by just to “help out if needed”
and we’ve needed them. It’s also heartening to receive calls, cards and other thoughtful gestures.
Show Up
It’s been said that half the battle is “just showing up.” It’s easy to say, “I’ll just stay away until everything is back to normal.” Your presence and participation in Bible study, worship and missions, however, is vital. In fact, I measure my success more by what happens when I’m out than when I’m here. If
I’ve done a good job as a leader, the work will carry on despite my being out a while and our building being damaged.
Carry On
During WWII the British put up signs that read, “Keep Calm and Carry On.” One of my biggest concerns is that my surgery and repairs from the fire will
distract us from our mission of “Knowing and loving Jesus Christ and making him known.” We must continue to focus on our mission and reach out to
those who need Christ’s love. Difficult events make it more challenging, but they do not change our mission.
Go Beyond
It’s one thing to carry on, but I believe First Baptist Church of Statesville is capable of “going beyond” just getting through these crises and coming out
better on the other side. Mission is in our DNA and we’ve always reached out to minister to our community and beyond.
One specific way you can do this is to attend one of the events surrounding the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina’s Annual Gathering
at First Baptist Church of Hickory. There are four events described in this newsletter and I hope each of you will pick at least one and participate.
Celebrate
When we encounter trials, it is easy to focus on the stress and forget about our blessings. I feel blessed that doctors found my mitral valve issue and
can address it. Our church is blessed that no one was hurt in the fire and that we have good insurance and other great facilities. I know I can trust God
and the people of FBCS to do the right and loving thing. Upon my return, I look forward to celebrating what God and you all have done in my absence.

Schedule
Sunday, March 19
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Handbells
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, March 20
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, March 21
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
Wednesday, March 22
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, March 23
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
Sunday, March 26
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Handbells
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, March 27
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, March 28
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, March 29
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, March 30
CBF Annual Gathering - FBC Hickory
1:00 p.m. Leadership Institute - FBC Hickory
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
7:30 p.m. Laugh In Peace Comedy Tour - The Crossing at Hollar Mill
Friday, March 31
CBF Annual Gathering - FBC Hickory
8:30 a.m. CBFNC Annual Gathing - FBC Hickory
Saturday, April 1
CBF Annual Gathering - FBC Hickory
8:30 a.m. “All Are Called” Forum - FBC Hickory
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of February 26, March 5 & March 12, 2017
2/26

3/5

3/12

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . 150. . . . . . . . .142. . . . . . . .N/A
Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .215. . . . . . . . .220. . . . . . . .140

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal

February
65,613.00

Year-to-Date
405,049.00

Budget Receipts

49,728.00

366,375.00

Needed to Meet Goal

15,885.00

38,674.00

598.00

2,235.00

Designated

3,441.00

35,246.00

Giving Goal

March
69,987.00

Year-to-Date
475,036.00

Budget Receipts

26,432.00

392,807.00

Needed to Meet Goal

43,555.00

82,229.00

673.00

2,908.00

2,535.00

15,080.00

Alms

Alms
Designated

Respecting God’s Commandments
2017 Lenten Sermon Series
March 19, 2017
Respecting Our Heritage
Exodus 20:12 (5th Commandment)
Dr. Larry Gregg
March 26, 2017
Respecting One Another
Exodus 20:13-16 (6th - 9th Commandments)
Rev. Justin Cox
April 2, 2017
Respecting Ourselves
Exodus 20:17 (10th Commandment)
Melissa Wilson

Praying the Twenty-Third Psalm
For the next few weeks we will focus on the twenty-third Psalm as we
learn to pray God’s Word back to Him.
Lord, You are my Shepherd—I shall not want. But I do! I want unblemished relationships with all my friends and family. I want a huge Precept
class. I want to see Your sanctuary full to overflowing every Sunday. I
want healing of all my “ills”. I want good things for those I love. I want a
little more money (actually, a lot more). I want a bigger house. I want, I
want, I want!!!
Lord, help me to want what You so abundantly provide: restoration in
lush, green pastures beside quiet waters—Your satisfying, healing
presence; peace; rest; freedom from fear—things that money can’t buy
and people cannot provide. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Spaghetti Luncheon ~ Look Up Lodge Fundraiser
Sunday, April 2, 2017
With summer getting closer by the day, a lot of conversation from our Youth here at First Baptist is centered on our
summer camp trip to Look-Up Lodge in June. When I arrived here last year I found out quickly how important this
trip is to our Youth and the impact the camp has had on them.
This is why in just a few short weeks on April 2 at 11:00 a.m., the Youth will be hosting a Spaghetti Luncheon in Adams
Hall. The hope is to raise funds through donations that will go toward the cost of the trip. The Youth will be helping prepare
and serve salad, spaghetti with different sauces, bread, desserts, and beverages. We’ll also offer “to go boxes” for
those who won’t be able to join us immediately after the service. Our Youth have volunteered to deliver meals to any of our homebound members. As
we enjoy this meal and time together, some of our Youth will be sharing their experiences from Look Up Lodge from years past and why they are
excited to go back this year.
In the next few weeks, look for Youth to visit your Sunday School classrooms to remind you of the event and take your reservation. I hope you’ll be
able to join us and support the Youth in this endeavor.
Peace,
Justin

CBFNC Annual Gathering
March 30 - April 1, 2017

Leadership Institute

Thursday, March 30, 2017 ~ 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Hickory
Brad Griffin, Associate Director of the Fuller Youth
Institute and author, will share research presented in
his book, Growing Young - Essential Strategies to
Help Young People Discover and Love Your
Church. Churches are both shrinking and aging as
more young people disengage. All churches grow
old, but strategic churches are growing young.

You may register online at
www.cbfnc.org/asyougo2017.

Laugh In Peace Comedy Tour

Thursday, March 30, 2017 ~ 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
The Crossing at Hollar Mill, Hickory
A Jewish rabbi (Bob Alper), a Christian minister
(Susan Sparks), and a Muslim comedian (Aman
Ali) step onto a stage together. It sounds like the
set-up to a good joke. Instead, it's the set-up for a
great night of entertainment.

Join Brad in thinking about how your church can engage younger generations spiritually, emotionally, missionally, and numerically. Packed with
ideas, this event will show ministry leaders how to reach younger generations in a way that breathes life into the whole church.

The Laugh in Peace Comedy Tour, established by
Bob Alper (recently named Honorary Comedic
Advisor to the Pope) more than a decade ago,
brings together comedians from different faiths to
share jokes and break down barriers. The show
will conclude with a Q&A period and time with audience members.

Cost: $40 (early bird) / $50 (at the door)

Cost: $25 (early bird price) / $30 (at the door)

Annual Gathering

“All are Called” Forum

Friday, March 31, 2017 ~ 8:30 a.m. - 8:15 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Hickory
Our keynote speaker and worship leader will be
Susan Sparks, an ordained Baptist minister and
Senior Pastor at Madison Avenue Baptist Church in
NYC. Reverend Sparks is originally from Charlotte
and attended UNC Chapel Hill and also received a
law degree from WFU.
We have a diverse group of workshop leaders to
teach, discuss, and share ideas with you. Visit our exhibitors and learn
more about CBFNC’s partner organizations. Catch up with old friends and
make new connections.
Cost: free!

Saturday, April 1, 2017 ~ 8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
The Crossing at Hollar Mill, Hickory
Though we value ordained ministers, we Baptists
believe strongly in the Priesthood of ALL Believers.
Every Christian is not only a minister, but a missionary in daily life. We will explore ways to reclaim the
need for all God’s people to live out God’s call in
their families, neighborhoods, workplaces, and
leisure time.
The event features Suzii Paynter, Executive Coordinator of CBF Global, and Kelly King, Chairman and
CEO of BB&T.
Cost: free!

Messages by: Dr. Larry Gregg (March 19, 2017) & Justin Cox (March 26, 2017)
Worship with us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
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Fire Damage/Repair Update

CBF Mission Bites
Our Church is pleased to support CBF Global Missions in moments
like these where bearing witness to Jesus Christ takes form
through hospitality, prayer and faith sharing.

On Tuesday, March 7, 2017 we suffered a fire in the Family Life
Center Kitchen. The kitchen was a total loss and we had significant
smoke damage in the rest of the Family Life Center. Our insurance
is working with us well and ServePro has already begun clean up
and repair. We hope to be back in our facilities within a few months.

"I recently delivered a food basket to a new Iranian family. I had
barely taken off my shoes at the door upon entering, when the
husband stated that this is truly a blessing and his wife would like to
pray. We held hands around the small basket of food as she began
pouring her heart out to God in her native language for the next ten
minutes. The husband shared their story, and told me that God has
brought them to their 'Promised Land.' They never thought they
would have the freedom to share their faith openly. In just a few
weeks, they have already shared with many Internationals as well
as some Americans. He asked me, 'Why do Americans take all of
these freedoms and their faith for granted?' I can't help but wonder
why as well."

Because we didn’t want to spread the smoke smell, we had temporarily shut down the heat in most of our other facilities. Fortunately,
we were able to use Adams Hall for worship this past Sunday. Since
that time, the choir suite, youth area and preschool/children’s room
have been cleaned. We now have full use of the Sanctuary and
Education Buildings! We will be able have Sunday School and
worship in normal places this week!

- Nell Green, CBF field personnel in Houston, Texas

We continue to be grateful that no one was hurt in the fire and
recognize that buildings can be repaired. In fact, a remarkable
amount of work has been accomplished within a week. We appreciate the patience of our membership and the extra work being done
by our staff and building and grounds team. In the end, this crisis
will bring us together and God will build an even stronger congregation

Our Church is pleased to support CBF Global Missions in moments
like these where we join partners around the world through collaborations such as the Mission Leaders Network that bear witness to
Jesus Christ.
"Engaging in mission isn't a solo activity or performance. In a
dynamic world, if we are going to be faithful to our calling, we need
conversation partners, ideas, and resources. One of the places we
should be looking for these things is in our own movement, to
people and churches who share our history, values, and beliefs."
- Chris Ellis, Minister of Missions, Second Baptist Church, Little
Rock, Ark. and member of CBF Missions Council

CBF Annual Gathering

Thursday, March 30 - Saturday, April 1, 2017
First Baptist Church of Hickory

Work on the Family Life Center will include replacing the following:
all damaged items in the kitchen, carpet in the fellowship hall,
ceiling tiles throughout the FLC and five of six HVAC systems. Other
items, such as the piano, sound system, stage curtain, tables and
chairs are being taken off site to be thoroughly cleaned. Any items
that are found not to be in working order will be replaced.

Meals for Nelson & Valerie
If you would like to prepare a meal for Nelson and Valerie during
Nelson’s recovery period, please contact Jane Mitchell at
704-873-4357 to set a time.
Christian Sympathy
...is extended to the family of Clell Brendle in his death on Tuesday,
March 7, 2017.
Christian Sympathy
...is extended to Andrew Allison in the death of his father, Tom
Allison, on Sunday, March 5, 2017

Clothes Closet Volunteers
Thursday, March 23
Jeff Templeton & Jesse Jackson

Thursday, March 30
Carolyn Dellinger & Phil Crowder

