
Do cemeteries scare you? I know a house that turns their entire front yard into a graveyard each Halloween.  
They play creepy music and set up strobe lights. All in an effort to frighten the poor kids who come to 
trick-or-treat. I guess they think that graves are the scariest thing around.

Perhaps the reason so many of us feel a little creepy around graves is that they remind us that we are all 
mortal. We don’t like to go around them because it forces us to face our own finitude. We realize, that unless 
Jesus returns in our lifetime, we too will die and be buried.

The longer I live, however, the more graveyards inspire me. Since I’ve done hundreds of funerals in my minis-
try, I recognize the names on many headstones. To me, each marker tells a story. I am encouraged by the 
love and support these folks gave me. They don’t haunt me. They inspire me.

My father once took me to the cemetery at Frankville Baptist Church in south Alabama. We went with several of our family members 
to replace the headstones of two of his brothers who had died in childhood (Netherland Pugh Granade and Vivian Douglas Granade).  
Our last name had been misspelled on their tombstones and it had bothered my dad for years.

When we got to the cemetery I was amazed. There were dozens of headstones with the last name Granade on them. I only knew 
who a few of them were, but standing among them I felt a deep sense of connection. My dad, of course, knew many more and told 
us stories about how many of these folks had influenced his life and faith. 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 is All Saints Sunday. It is the day we remember those who have gone on to be with the Lord.  In particular, 
we will honor those who have died this previous year. We grieve their loss, but we also celebrate their lives. Even more, we remember 
that we have nothing to fear because God has given eternal life in Jesus Christ.

I encourage you to take time in the coming days to remember those who influenced your life and faith. I encourage you even more 
to find ways to invest your life in and share your faith with those who are still around you. Let us hope that those who stand in front 
of our graves one day might not fear, but be moved to live their lives for Christ.  
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From the Pastor...

Thank you to all who donated supplies to hurricane relief efforts. Our congregation 
donated a van full of supples to the Baptists On Mission Camp in Shelby, NC. The 
supplies will be used in the coastal regions of NC. We also sent $5500 in aid.

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely,[a] and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of[b] the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne 
of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2



Financial Statistics

Church Staff Directory

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon - Thur       Tel: 704-873-7231
THE INTERIM (USPS 581-800)

Published Every Two Weeks
by First Baptist Church, 815 Davie Avenue,

Periodicals postage paid at Statesville, NC 28677

POSTMASTER: send address changes to: THE INTERIM
First Baptist Church, 815 Davie Ave., Statesville, NC 28677-5310

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of October 14 & 21, 2018

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124 . . . . . . . . . .136

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .151 . . . . . . . . . .197

10/14 10/21

Schedule FLC Activities Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families
Dr. Larry Gregg......................Minister of Christian Education & Administration
Rev. Justin Cox.................................................................Minister to Students
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

 Needed to Meet Goal

Alms

Designated

Year-to-Date
70,296.00

31,352.00

38,944.00

554.00

6,979.00

70,296.00

31,352.00

38,944.00

554.00

6,979.00

October

Sunday, October 28
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Venture Voices

5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, October 29

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, October 30

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study
Wednesday, October 31
9:30 a.m. Precept Study

5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Staff Structure Listening Session

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, November 1
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, November 4

All Saints Day
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Staff Structure Listening Session - Adams Hall

4:00 p.m. Venture Voices
5:00 p.m. Venture Students

Monday, November 5
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary

Tuesday, November 6
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Study

Wednesday, November 7
9:30 a.m. Precept Study

2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesdays
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study Options
6:00 p.m. Activities for Children & Students

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, November 8
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School Monday, October 29
9:30 a.m. Pickleball

11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Tuesday, October 30

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, October 31

8:00 a.m. Pickleball
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal

6:00 p.m. Staff Structure Listening Session
Thursday, November 1

9:30 a.m. Pickleball 
7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball

Friday,  November 2
11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Monday, November 5

9:00 a.m. Pickleball
11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Tuesday, November 6

7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, November 7

8:00 a.m. Pickleball
2:30 p.m. Wonderful Wednesdays

5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study Options

Thursday, November 8
9:30 a.m. Pickleball

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball

Friday, November 9
11:45 p.m. Line Dancers

Ball Hog on the Loose!
Our pickleballers want to alert everyone that 
there is a ball hog among the players!

Our gym is open for pickleball Mondays and 
Thursdays 9:00-11:30 a.m. and Wednes-
days 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. All are welcome!- 



Lord, I Want to be Like Jesus
With each new dawn comes the joy of the Lord—not because our circumstances are perfect, but because every new day is a perfect gift.  
(James 1:17)  Thank You, God, that Your joy is not surface, but planted deep in my heart where it cannot escape when life gets tough.  Remind 
me today to accept whatever suffering may come my way with joy.  Lord, if it pleased you to “bruise” Your only son, then I am pleased to be 
bruised for Your sake.  I take it not as punishment—but as the highest compliment!  “Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to 
suffer, and though the Lord makes His life a guilt offering, He will see His offspring and prolong His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in 
His hand.  After the suffering of His soul, He will see the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
and He will bear their iniquities.”  (Isa. 53:10-11)

“Lord, I want to be like Jesus, in my heart, in my heart.  Lord, I want to be like Jesus, in my heart.”

His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Isn’t our Prayer Room beautiful?  If you haven’t visited it yet, I urge you to do so.  It’s located directly across from the Welcome Center and is 
open to everyone.  We are still accepting donations to help defray the cost, and would welcome any amount.  Thank you to all who have 
already donated time, money, and needed items.

Gary and Patricia Fyfe always greet every-
one with smiles. On Wednesday 
afternoons, you can find the Fyfes helping 
with our Wonderful Wednesday program. 
They visit with the children and help with 
homework. As the children play in the gym, 
they help Hilda Lee and Sharron Parish 
serve the Family Night Meal. Patricia also 
works in the Clothes Closet on Thursday 
afternoon. It’s always a delight to see the 
Fyfes’ friendly faces!

Thanks for all you do to make FBC great! 

Each issue of The Interim will feature a member that does great and 
often unrecognized things for FBC. If you would like to see someone 
recognized as an Unsung Hero, please e-mail Kayley Crouch at 
kayley@statesvillefbc.org or call 704-873-7231.

Unsung Heroes
Gary & Patricia Fyfe

Announcements
White Christmas

Sunday, December 9, 2018
Each year we share in the special program we call White Christmas 
by sharing with needy families in our community through gifts of 
toys, food, and clothing.  Even though it is only October, plans are 
already underway. We need your help in the following ways:

1.  Pray for this ministry and the families that we will serve.
2.  Please give generously.  We need money to purchase the toys 
     and food. Mark your donations “Christmas Ministries” The toys 
     and food are  purchased from this fund.
3.  Clean out your closets. We are in need of good, clean used 
     children’s and teen clothes, and winter coats of all sizes are 
     needed.
4.  Start collecting your “like new” used toys that are needed for 
     emergencies that come up.
5.  Mark your calendar now for December 9. This is the day families 
     will come to the FLC to pick up their gifts, food, and clothes. We 
     need willing hands to greet our guests, to help carry the food 
     boxes and toys. This is such a wonderful opportunity for the
     whole family to share the Love of God with others. 
6.  Plan now to shop for the families using the gift cards provided.  
     This is a great way to get the whole family involved. If you are 
     willing to shop for a family please call Sherry Ashley at   
     704-450-7238 or Janet McLain at 704-838-3732.  

Because of your willingness to share 
your time and money with those less 
fortunate, you are truly expressing the 
love of Christ and the real meaning of 
Christmas.  Thank you for your partici-
pation.                   
  
Sherry Ashley and Janet McLain

Senior Adult Trip
Wolhfahrt Haus Dinner Theater, Wytheville, VA

Tuesday, December 11, 2018
The deadline to sign up for this one-day trip is November 1. Howev-
er, you are encouraged to sign up and turn in your check as soon 
as possible. Tickets are $50 for each person payable to First Baptist 
Church. Registration forms are in the church office or you may get 
one from Gale Hall.

Patricia & Gary Fyfe

Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday, November 18, 2018

Join us after the worship service for our annual 
Thanksgiving Celebration! Please bring your

 favorite homemade dessert to share!
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AnnouncementsCBF Misson Bites
Bite 102: Listening Ears for Those Experiencing Trauma
Indonesian Baptist Aid worker, Maria, was early on the scene in Palu, 
Indonesia after a 7.5 earthquake, tsunami and soil liquefaction triple 
disaster struck the coastal city.

Her team brought food, water and blankets for the survivors whose 
homes had been destroyed. She also ministered to their hearts.

Maria reported, “When I go into a disaster zone, I don’t just bring food, 
water, and supplies, I offer the survivors a chance to talk and share their 
trauma and fears. After recounting their experience during the 
earthquake and their fears, these two women spontaneously reached out 
to hug me.”

Eddy Ruble, CBF field personnel serving in Malaysia.

Bite 103: Final Rest
The last words were said and they lowered her and the simple pine box 
into the grave. Family and friends stepped in unannounced, getting in the 
way of the cemetery staff as the casket was lowered. Her husband then 
took a shovel and began throwing earth on top. He handed the shovel to 
his eldest child and each in turn, 5 grieving children helped bury their 
mother with their own hands.

We were sprinkled among the 100 Congolese friends and family present. 
We were refugee agency case workers, school social workers and 
administrators, church members and family mentors; Americans who 
had welcomed this family and were helping them get a good start in this 
new world. The family had only been in the United States for a couple of 
months, having been persecuted and displaced from their homeland. 
After many years trying to survive in the primitive conditions of a refugee 
camp their first home in America was Welcome House. They had made it 
to safety – a hopeful future lying ahead.

And then the lead Pastor spoke to us. A Congolese woman translated. 
She told us, "You Americans leave now. But it is our tradition to stay until 
the last shovel of dirt has covered our loved one." Her words were 
uncomfortable. But then we stood there as the time-consuming, awkward 
and sacred ceremony concluded. Six trips of earth in total were brought 
by an old noisy front-end loader that smelled of burnt oil. We stood there, 
becoming part of the tradition, and watched shovel after shovel tossed 
into the grave until the refugee mother was buried.

Kim and Marc Wyatt, CBF field personnel in North Carolina

Welcome to Our Church Family
Kevin Tatum came forward at the worship 
service on Sunday, October 21 to join our 
congregation. Welcome to our church family! 

A Note of Appreciation from Jane & Dan Mitchell
We have felt the love of First Baptist Church members throughout 
the last nine months. We have been uplifted by your calls, your 
plants, and your supportive personal comments. We have learned 
just how powerful prayer is and just how caring this church is. We 
are proud to be members of this great church. Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.

Jane & Dan Mitchell

Staff Structure Listening Sessions
Wednesday, October 31, 2018

6:00 p.m. - FLC &
Sunday, November 4, 2018

11:00 a.m. - FLC
We need your input as we review our staff structure. What are the 
most important tasks that need staff focus? What gifts do you see 
within our staff and congregation? How do these best align? Please 
plan to attend one of these two sessions.

Wednesday Evening Activities
October 31, 2018

We will accept donations for our Family Night Meal on Wednesday, 
October 31. The proceeds will benefit hurricane relief efforts. The 
menu includes: pinto beans, mac & cheese, cole slaw, cornbread, 
& banana pudding. Please note there will be no activities for 
children or youth. 

Medical Response Training
Sunday, November 11, 2018

11:00 a.m. - FLC
We will have a church-wide training day to learn how to respond to 
a medical emergency. There will be 4 stations:

1.  Hands-Only CPR
2.  AED Training
3.  First-Aid Kit Discussions
4.  Biohazard Clean Up Kits

If you have any questions, please call Wanda Rushton at 
704-450-4122.


