The FBC Preschool Pre K class
held a Letterland Parade on May 22, 2017.
Each child and teacher dressed as a
different letter. Pre K teacher and
Assistant Director Kari Lindeman dressed as
Dippy Duck.
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From the Pastor...

What’s the big deal about Sunday School and why does it matter if we have 200
people on June 4th? The big deal about Sunday School is that it’s the backbone
of the church! In fact, outside of worship, it’s probably the most important aspect
of our church.
A healthy Bible Study program is vital to the life of any congregation. When we get
involved in a small group (like a Sunday School Class), we are much likely to stick
with the church as a whole. We get to know one another and look after each other.
Sunday School is the best tool we have for caring for each other. In Sunday School we develop trusting
friendships. We pray for each other and help each other through trials. As much as your staff and deacons
care about you, it is usually in Sunday School where we find out about each other’s needs.
Sunday School is also our best tool for evangelism and outreach. Studying the Bible leads us to Christ.
This is true, whether we are in a children’s, youth or adult class. When we reach out to people who do not
know Christ, Sunday School is a place they can feel welcome and learn about God’s grace.
For those of us who are already Christians, Sunday School is the primary place for our discipleship. None
of us know all there is to know about our faith. Sunday School gives us an opportunity to grow every week.
Not only do we receive a great lesson, we also have the opportunity to discuss relevant issues.
Lastly, Sunday School strengthens our ministry & mission opportunities. Many classes take on mission
projects throughout the year and others give extra financial support to our ministries. Without our classes,
our overall mission would suffer.
I hope I’ve convinced you that Sunday School is important, but you might still wonder why we need a “high
attendance day.” June 4th is an opportunity to stretch ourselves and see the great potential we have as
a congregation. It gives us an opportunity to reach out to those not involved and to show faithfulness
ourselves.
Will we make our goal of 200 persons studying God’s word on June 4th? That depends directly upon YOU.
Will you first commit to participating in a Sunday School class that day? Will you also reach out to folks not
active in Sunday School and invite them to join you June 4th? No one of us can make this goal, but if we
each do our part, we’ll surpass it easily.
I realize that there are some folks who still might not think Sunday School is important. To those folks I ask
you to try it just this once. I promise you that it won’t hurt you and I bet you’ll actually get something out of
it. If you’re not sure which class might work for you, Larry or I would be glad to make some suggestions. I
look forward to celebrating this day with you.
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Sunday School Class
Attendance Goals
11
Adams Hall
Bob Burns
5
Crosswalk
12
Emanons
16
Esther
10
Explorers
10
Fellowship
12
Genesis
10
Heritage Hall
9
Horizons
14
Joyful Voices
6
Lydia
5
Pioneer
30
Seekers
12
Children
30
Youth
15
Officers
3
Pentecost High
Attendance Sunday

200

Sunday School
Attendance Goal

Spiritual Statistics

Schedule
Sunday, May 28
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Hand Bells
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, May 29
Memorial Day
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, May 30
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
Wednesday, May 31
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, June 1
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
Sunday, June 4
Pentecost High Attendance Sunday
Sunday School Attendance Goal
200
Graduation Sunday
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Handbells
5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, June 5
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, June 6
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
6:00 p.m. Precept Bible Study - Adams Hall
Wednesday, June 7
12:00 p.m. Lunch & Bible Study - Adams Hall
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, June 8
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
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Weeks of May 14 & 21, 2017
5/14

5/21

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127. . . . . . . .153
Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .263. . . . . . . .194

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal

May
68,237.00

Year-to-Date
604,512.00

Budget Receipts

37,561.00

521,339.00

Needed to Meet Goal

30,676.00

83,173.00

443.00

3,818.00

3,734.00

48,905.00

Alms
Designated

Wednesday Evening Menu
Wednesday, May 31
Oven Fried Chicken Cutlet, Rice with Gravy, Broccoli,
Rolls, & Cookies
Children’s Menu: Chicken Nuggets & Fries
A Note of Appreciation from Iredell Christian Ministries
Dear First Baptist Church Friends,
Thank you so much for building the stairs at ICM during your April
30 Missions Day. What a blessing they have already been and will
continue to be for years to come.
First Baptist Church does so much for ICM and we are so grateful
for the many blessings you bestow upon us to continue our mission feeding our neighbors in need.
Thank you again!
Joy M. Morrison, Executive Director
A Note of Appreciation from Kathy Mullins
To my church family,
I would like to thank each of you from the bottom of my heart for the
calls, texts, visits, meals, and prayers during Jeff’s illness and recent
passing. Each of our ministers has truly “ministered” to me and my
family. Thank you all. Thank you to the Caring Committee for preparing
a wonderful meal for our family and close friends before Jeff’s Celebration of Life. Thank you to my Sunday School Class, the Seekers for the
wonderful desserts and drinks you provided for our guests after the
service. Jeff loved a good dessert. Thank you for helping honor him in
such a way.
Most of all I thank you, my church family, for being the kind of people
who really do pray for people like me who stand in need of your prayers.
We have something very special here at First Baptist Church. I am so
grateful to be here at this moment in life. Our family has felt your love
and your prayers. I’m very sure they are a big part of why we are still
standing. We covet them still as we try to get used to life without Jeff.
We do know that God is with us and will see us through this season of
loss and grief. We rejoice in the fact that Jeff is in heaven, healed, and
enjoying his new life with Christ. After all, it’s what we strive for as Christians. The promise of seeing Jeff and all our loved ones again is a
powerful motivator to renew my faith in Christ and to live a life that is
pleasing to him,
With love and appreciation,
Kathy Mullins & family

First Baptist Church Preschool
Fun in the Sun!

Praying the 23rd Psalm
(Goodness and Mercy, the Relentless Twins)
Father, as I think back over the many times You have rescued me from dangerous situations, kept me from harm, and healed my sicknesses, I know
that Your relentless twins, Goodness and Mercy, have followed me, chased me down and overtaken me. When I ran, they ran faster! Thank You for
keeping Your promise that You will NEVER leave me or forsake me. (Hebrews 13:5) I know that Goodness and Mercy will continue to rescue, save,
and heal me all the days of my life—and then I will go to live in Your house forever. What greater thing could anyone have to look forward to? I love
You and praise You for Your loving twins, Goodness and Mercy. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
This concludes our praying of Psalm 23. I hope these prayers have inspired you to be creative in your prayers as you pray God’s Word back to Him.
I believe He loves to hear His children pray from His Word.
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Messages by: Nelson Granade
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CBF Mission Bites
This week's featured mission resources are Spark and Form,
CBF's children's mission curriculum. Have you watched the latest
hit animated short including Sparks and Glow? View it here.
Bite 32: Teamwork makes the dream work...and donuts!
"Learning to work as a team is often one of the most important skills
to learn, regardless of your vocation. Touching Miami with Love's
culinary arts learning sessions are not just about teaching students
to cook and discover if this is an area of interest for them, it's about
something more. Using skills our youth developed in our Social
Skills sessions, we encourage our youth to work together to solve
problems, use uplifting words and insist on inclusion of all team
members' ideas as they create recipes together. Recently, youth in
a culinary arts session at our Overtown site used teamwork to
make cinnamon sugar donuts that everyone enjoyed."
- Angel Pittman, CBF field personnel in Miami, Fla.
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Announcements
Christian Sympathy
...is extended to Kathy Mullins & family in the death of Jeff Mullins
on May 9, 2017.
Wednesday Bible Study
Our last Wednesday evening study will be May 31. On Wednesday,
June 7, we will begin the noon study in Adams Hall. The study topic
will be :Making Good Choices!”. Hilda Lee and Sharron Parish will
prepare a light lunch each week. Cost is $5.00.
Graduation Sunday
June 4, 2017
We will celebrate our high school graduates on Sunday, June 4. If
you have a high school graduate to be celebrated on June 4, please
call the church office at 704-873-7231.
Welcome to our Church Family!
Don and Lois Hawkins joined our congregation at the 10:00 a.m. worship service on
May 7, 2017 by statements of faith.

Bite 34: Come with a Program, Offer Loving Embrace
"Each month we have the opportunity to join fellow local believers
in serving at a center for families in crisis. Few people know or care
about the people who live here -- usually mothers and children from
broken families. The children are often so full of excitement and
energy that they probably miss most of our cleverly-crafted Bible
lessons.
But even the most 'energetic' kids respond to a simple gesture:
simply sitting beside them, or holding them in our lap and providing
a warm, quiet embrace. We come with a program, but God reminds
us time and again that what these children need most -- and what
everyone needs most -- is not a story or sermon, but someone to sit
with us and provide a safe and loving embrace."
- Jon and Tanya Parks, CBF field personnel in Slovakia

Edna Davis joined our congregation at the
10:00 a.m. worship service on May 7, 2017
by letter of transfer.

A Note of Appreciation from the Family of Bernice Wood
The family of Bernice Wood would like to thank each of you for your
thoughts and prayers during Mom’s final weeks. Thank you to the
Caring Committee for providing such a wonderful meal for the
family which enabled us to spend time together and share precious
memories following Pastor Granade’s touching service. Thank you
also for your many cards and prayers after Mom’s passing.
Ben & Susan Wood & family
Memorial Day Picnic
Due to the unavailability of our Family Life Center, we will not host a
Memorial Day Picnic this year. When the Family Life Center is made
available this summer, we will host a church-wide celebration.

