Ella Milwood iprepares to help
with the White Christmas celebration
on Sunday, December 4, 2016.

THE INTERIM

Volume 74 Issue 1

January 8, 2017

From the Pastor...
Happy New Year! New years are full of hope and expectation. For most they represent new opportunities and challenges.
For others, however, the New Year brings anxiety and fear. So much depends upon our experience and disposition. No
matter how we feel about the New Year, I am convinced that God wants the best for us in it.
2017 has the potential to be the best year ever at First Baptist Church of Statesville! We have set a good foundation and are
experiencing growth and renewal. This past year we added two new Sunday School classes and saw our average
attendance increase twenty-one percent. Likewise, the number of people worshiping each week has grown about fourteen
percent.
Along with this numerical growth, we have seen a renewed enthusiasm and energy within all areas of our ministry. Our children are enthusiastically
learning God’s word. Our youth are applying their faith in a challenging world. Our adults are engaging in various mission projects and our senior adults
are faithfully setting an example of maturity in the Faith.
With so much to build upon, I know 2017 will be a great year. In some ways, we are like the Children of Israel when they were perched on the edge of
the Promised Land. They had a choice of trusting God and moving forward or wandering about in the wilderness. Unfortunately, it took many years of
wandering before they were finally ready to move into God’s blessings – but it didn’t have to be so.
God told his people that the Promised Land, “is a land the Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to its end” (Deuteronomy 11:12). In other words, God is always ahead of us preparing the way. It is our task to follow God and move
in the direction God is leading us.
What would embracing God’s call in 2017 look like at First Baptist Church? It would be seen in an increased generosity that provides for our ministries.
It would be shown by increasing our Bible study options and deepening in our faith. It would be revealed through expanding our mission involvement
in Iredell County and beyond. It would be evident in our love for children, youth and their families. It would be evident in meaningful worship that changes lives.
There is no need to fear the New Year, because God is in it calling us forward. First Baptist Church has a wonderful heritage to build upon. God, however, is more interested in our future. God wants us to be a loving, caring and dynamic congregation that engages our community for Christ. As the
Apostle Paul said, “if God is for us, who can be against us?” God is in 2017. Let us follow God into our future!

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death.
Philippians 3:10 (NIV)

Schedule

Spiritual Statistics

Sunday, January 8

Weeks of December 25, 2016 & January 1, 2017

7:30 a.m. Building & Grounds Meeting

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237 . . . . . . . . . . . 140

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

Financial Statistics

12/25

Monday, January 9
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, January 10
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, January 11
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students

Giving Goal

December
157,470.00

Budget Receipts

157,807.00

262,672.00

(337.00)

33,023.00

664.00

1,357.00

Designated

10,811.00

28.296.00

Giving Goal

January
43,742.00

Year-to-Date
339,436.00

Budget Receipts

10,334.00

273,006.00

Needed to Meet Goal

33,409.00

66,431.00

55.00

1,412.00

0.00

28,296.00

Needed to Meet Goal
Alms

6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study Groups
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room
Thursday, January 12
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
Sunday, January 15
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

1/1

Alms
Designated

Year-to-Date
295,695.00

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. Sunday School Teachers & Officers Luncheon
Monday, January 16
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, January 17
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball - Gym
Wednesday, January 18
5:00 p.m. Family Night Meal
5:45 p.m. Activities for Children & Students
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study Groups
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir - Choir Room

Winter/Spring 2017 Study Opportunities

We will offer three different group studies on Wednesday
evenings:
• Bible Basics for Everyone (Teacher: Nelson Granade)
• Understanding Islam (Teacher: Larry Gregg)
• Talking with Others About Your Faith (Teacher:
Melissa Wilson)
Other studies that will be offered at other times of the week
include:
• Mending Broken Hearts: Grief Support (Teacher: Hilda
Lee)
Time: Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. - begins January 5, 2017

Thursday, January 19
11:00 a.m. Senior Adult Luncheon - FLC
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
2:00 p.m. Grief Support Group
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Inclement Weather Policy

Our church follows the Iredell-Statesville Schools policy for closings
due to inclement weather. If the schools are closed, the church office is
closed and all church activities for that day are canceled. You may
check the church closing status by calling the church office and checking the recording (704-873-7231), checking our website (www.statesvillefbc.org), and checking the following TV stations (WBTV, Charlotte;
WSOC-TV, Charlotte; WCNC-TV, Charlotte).

He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set
eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what
God has done from beginning to end. (NIV)
Ecclesiastes 3:11

2017

5 Verses to Keep Your New Year’s Resolutions
New Year's is always a special time for people to gather and celebrate the completion of one year and the beginning of another.
For countless millions, the coming new year is a time for self-improvement, in which things known as "New Year's Resolutions" are created.
Usually they center on being healthier, giving up bad habits, and what not. And alas, they oftentimes end in failure.
Fear not, O Christian, for the Bible has verses of encouragement for those seeking to use a calendar change as a time of self-improvement.
Below are verses that will encourage those trying to resolve to be different this year, versus the year before. And may God bless such earnest
and sincere efforts!
Jeremiah 29:11
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Galatians 5:1
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage."
Matthew 6:34
"Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own."
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
"Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes
in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do
not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that
after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize."
Romans 8:18
"I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us."

*Published by christianpost.com on January 4, 2016

Do Not Limit God in Your Prayers
Do not limit God in your prayers. You will miss the best He has for you. Jesus “did only a few miracles there because of their unbelief” (Matthew
13:58). Beware of limiting God as you pray, not only by unbelief but by pretending that you know what He can do. Expect the unexpected: “Now
glory be to God who by His mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of—infinitely beyond
our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes (Ephesians 3:20, TLB). (Taken from “The Best of Andrew Murray on Prayer”)
Heavenly Father, there is “no god in heaven or on earth who can do your great works and mighty wonders” (Deuteronomy 3:24) As we begin a new
year may we begin to pray “big”—for your Church, the world, our nation, our families and ourselves. Increase our faith to “expect the unexpected”.
We believe that You are able and that “ You will do whatever we ask if we abide in You and Your Words abide in us” (John 15:7). May we ask
ourselves as we pray, “Will what I am asking for glorify God?” Because of Jesus and in His name, I pray. Amen
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

Message by: Dr. Nelson Granade
Worship with us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
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Announcements
CBF Mission Bites

Our Church is pleased to support CBF Global Missions in moments
like these where bearing witness to Jesus Christ takes form
through support and outreach to refugees on the move throughout
Europe.
My wife, Alicia, and I have partnered with the Jesuit Refugee
Service to help at the asylum center in Skopje, Macedonia. We
have been serving tea and coffee there as well as in Tabanovce.
We recently got to share in the success story of two girls who were
in the system and have been looking for their family for 9 months.
They have just recently traveled to Greece to reunify with their
parents. We love being able to be a part of such stories.
- Jeff Lee, CBF field personnel, Skopje, Macedonia
Our Church is pleased to support CBF Global Missions in moments
like these where bearing witness to Jesus Christ takes form
through asset-based community development and commitment to
community empowerment.
"We are working from an asset-based approach. That means we
start with the assets of the community, instead of what we think are
the needs. We go to our neighbors and form a relationship in which
we meet their felt needs. Our primary mission is really to empower,
enrich and provide the resources for our community to reach their
potential, to become their best selves with the right education and
opportunities. God is already at work in the lives of our children, our
youth and their parents. And it is our opportunity to join with them to
empower them with the great message of hope, and to provide
hands-on tools to help them be all that God has called them to be."
- Angel and Jason Pittman, CBF field personnel and directors of
Touching Miami with Love, Miami, Fla.

Wednesday Evening Menus
Wednesday, January 11
Cheeseburgers, Fries, & Cookies
Kids’ Menu: same

Wednesday, January 18
Oven Fried Chicken, Rice, Mixed Vegetables, Rolls,
& Cheesecake
Kids’ Menu: Chicken Sandwich & Fries

Habitat Work Day
Saturday, January 7, 2017

We are gathering a group of people to work on the framing of a
Habitat House. Anyone interested in participating should contact
David Potter at 704-873-5470.

Sunday School Teachers Luncheon
Saturday, January 15, 2017
11:00 a.m. ~ Adams Hall

All Adult Sunday School teachers and officers should attend the
quarterly luncheon immediately following the worship service.

Senior Adult Luncheon
Thursday, January 19, 2017
11:00 a.m. ~ FLC

This month’s meeting will be in the Family Life Center at 11:00 a.m.
Clay Lunsford on strings and Matthew Weaver on keyboard will
provide an encore presentation. If you were in attendance last
January when they performed, you know that you are in for a treat
when they return. Hilda Lee and Sharron Parish will provide the
meal at $6.00 payable at the door. In order for the food to be
secured on time, we need you to sign up a little earlier than in the
past. If you plan to attend, please sign up in your Sunday School
Class on Sunday, January 8, or call the church office at
704-873-7231 by Wednesday, January 11. If you are 60 and older
and have not attended our luncheons in the past, we cordially invite
you to check us out for this meeting.

Miami Mission Trip Interest Meeting
Sunday, January 22, 2017
11:00 a.m. ~ Adams Hall

If you are interested in participating in a mission trip to Miami this
July, please attend this interest meeting.

