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Henry Crouch and Audrey
Tompkins-Horne play in the church
nursery.

August 15, 2021

From the Pastor...
Pastors have a lot of different responsibilities, but our number one task is to equip our congregation for
ministry (Ephesians 4:11-13). It is tempting to try and do all of the work ourselves, but that just limits what
a church can do to what we can do. God’s plan is for pastors to multiply their efforts helping the laity find
your place of service.
To help you find your place of service, I’d like to highlight three opportunities: Ongoing Ministries, Operation In-As-Much and Deacon Election.
Ongoing Ministries
Over the last couple of months our Leadership Development Team (LDT), deacons, and staff have been
contacting members to talk about possible areas of service. We’ve made hundreds of phone calls, but our
task is not yet complete. If you shared your calling with one of these folks, thank you. If you haven’t
received a call yet, feel free to reach out to a deacon or staff member to discuss service opportunities.
Our ministries are gearing back up this fall and we need your help!
Operation In-As-Much
Operation In-As-Much is a day our entire congregation engages in ministry in our community. We weren’t
able to do this last spring, so we are excited about this fall opportunity on August 28, 2021. We have projects that are in the capabilities of each of our members. You don’t need any special skills or be of a certain
age. You just need a willingness to help others. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or give us a call
to let us know you will help.
Deacon Election
Each August we ask you to nominate folks you feel would do a good job serving as a deacon. Deacons
partner in ministry with our pastor and staff to help serve and guide the church. We encourage you to
nominate men and women who display the biblical characteristics of Christian purpose, spiritual integrity/maturity, Christian family life, temperate living and good stewardship.
You may use the nomination form on Sunday’s announcement sheet (place it in the offering), mail in your
nominations, or call or e-mail them to Mary Jane Rash (mjrash@statesvillefbc.org) or (704) 873-7231 by
Tuesday, August 31, 2021.
continued on page 3

Schedule
Sunday, August 15
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, August 16
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, August 18
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, August 19
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, August 22
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
11:00 a.m. Growing Young Committee Meeting
Monday, August 23
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer Meeting
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, August 25
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Practice
Thursday, August 26
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Saturday, August 28
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Operation Inasmuch

A Message from Minister of Young
Families & Missions Elizabeth Kilby
Operation Inasmuch is just around the corner, and
we are praying for the hands and feet that both those
we serve and those that will serve. It is a wonderful
day to come together as family and friends to reach
and touch our community. We are still being mindful
of COVID and will do things in a more spread-out
manner. We will meet at the church for a light breakfast and then divide out for our various projects.
Please come at 8:00 a.m. We will head out to our
projects between 8:30 - and 9:00. I ask that everyone wear a mask while you are working on projects
that are in the church building or inside another
building. We want to be mindful of each other and
those we are serving.
We will have projects at the church - cleaning our
medical equipment, working in our clothes closet,
pack bean soup mix, sugar, and dog food for Iredell
Christian Ministries, pick up trash at the Brookwood
Inn, and volunteer at Yokefellow Ministries and Fifth
Street Ministries. We would love preregistration if
you are able to do so. This will help us calculate
numbers. You can call the church to register or
e-mail me esb7432@gmail.com.
Please join us by praying for this special day as we
want to share with the community the love that we
have for Christ.
Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth
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Please remember that current deacons and those who rotated off last year are not eligible. This includes:
• Jason Allen (Rotating Off)
• Shannon Ashley (Rotating Off)
• William Barnard (Rotated off last year)
• Crystal Beale (Elected 2021)
• Jerry Campbell (Elected 2020)
• Nancy Deal (Elected 2020)
• Bill Henderson (Elected 2020)
• Carol Hunter (Rotating Off)
• Mike McLain (Elected 2021)
• Clarence Poole (Rotated off last year)
• David Potter (Rotated off last year)
• Alan Williams (Elected 2021)
All those who are nominated will be asked to attend an orientation and those who agree to serve, if elected, will be placed on a ballot to be presented to you Sunday, October 3, 2021.

“America on Its Knees”

In every room of his hotels Conrad Hilton instructed his managers to provide a copy of his autobiography, Be
My Guest, as well as the Bible. He also included a prayer which he had printed on a separate card. Written
in 1951 for a speech he delivered in Chicago about the state of world affairs, the prayer had received such
an overwhelming response that Hilton recited it again on national television as part of a program advocating
prayer to help foster world peace. Within a year, an estimated 200,000 Americans had “America on Its Knees”
framed in their homes.
Our Father in Heaven:
We pray that You save us from ourselves.
The world that you have made for us, to live in peace,
we have made into an armed camp.
We live in fear of war to come.
We are afraid of “the terror that flies by night,
and the arrow that flies by day,
the pestilence that walks in darkness
and the destruction that wastes at noon-day.”
We have turned from You to go our selfish way. We have broken Your
commandments and denied Your truth. We have left Your altars to
serve the false gods of money and pleasure and power.
Forgive us and help us.
Now, darkness gathers around us and we are confused in all our counsels.
Losing faith in You, we lose faith in ourselves.
Inspire us with wisdom, all of us of every color, race, and creed,
to use our wealth, our strength to help our brother,
instead of destroying him.
Help us to do Your will as it is done in heaven,
and to be worthy of Your promise of peace on earth.
Fill us with new faith, new strength, and new courage,
that we may win the Battle for Peace.
Be swift to save us, dear God, before the darkness falls.
(Taken from “The History of Prayer in America, One Nation Under God”, by James P. Moore, JR.)
Erase history? I don’t think so—especially when we so desperately need it.
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather
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Announcements
COVID-19 Precaution

The CDC and Iredell County Health Department are encouraging us to do all we can to help curb the surge
of COVID-19 in our community. Therefore, we are urging all members to get vaccinated and to wear
masks during worship. We are not requiring masks, except for those working with children. We ask you,
however, to consider your Christian call to love your neighbor as yourself. Please especially remember that
children are not eligible for vaccinations and others are immunocompromised.

Mailing Issues

Many of you did not receive our last issue of The Interim or last week’s COVID-19 informational letter. We
apologize for this inconvenience and are in touch with the Post Office about the issue. We appreciate the
Statesville Post Office directly delivering the in-town copies of The Interim this week. We hope the issues
with bulk mail sorting center will be corrected soon.
Growing Young Committee Meeting
Sunday, August 22, 2021
11:00 a.m. - Adams Hall
There will be a Growing Young Committee meeting
immediately following the worship service on Sunday,
August 22 in Adams Hall.
Adult Sunday School Teachers Meeting
Sunday, August 29, 2021
11:00 a.m. - Adams Hall
There will be an Adult Sunday School teachers meeting
immediately following the worship service on Sunday,
August 29 in Adams Hall.
Promotion Sunday
August 29, 2021
The children will move to their new Sunday School classes. The sixth graders will join the Venture students on the
student hall and the first graders will receive their Bibles.
Back to School Bash
Wednesday, September 1
We will have a Back to School Bash on the front lawn.
We will grill hamburgers and hot dogs and have inflatables!
Wednesday Evening Meals Return
September 8, 2021
We will resume our Wednesday evening meals on
Wednesday, September 8. The meals will be catered by
JD’s Catering. Please plan to make a reservation and
begin dining with us in September.

Saturday, August 28, 2021
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join us as we come together to serve our
community. We will meet at the church for
a light breakfast and prayer and then go
to our different projects.
Projects include:
• cleaning medical equipment
• working in the Clothing Closet
• clearing trash at the Brookwood Inn
• packaging bean soup, sugar, and dog
food for Iredell Christian Ministries
• helping at Yokefellow Ministry retail
store
• serving at Fifth Street Ministries
Sign up sheets are available in the
church office. You may also register by
calling the church office at 704.873.7231
or e-mailing Elizabeth Kilby at
esb7432@gmail.com

