
What a delight it was to see kids everywhere in our church this past week. We had over 134 children registered plus 36 teen 
helpers and another 36 adult workers. Needless to say, the church was full of energy. Everywhere you looked there were 
excited children, youth, and adults learning about God’s faithfulness. 

Each morning started out with a worship celebration where James Martin led the kids in fun songs complete with actions. 
There were the old standards, such as, “Our God is an Awesome God,” and “When the Saints Come Marching In.” There were 
also new songs, such as “Through It All.” The lyrics to this new song link the VBS theme of Daniel’s Courage in Captivity to the 
challenges we all face each day.  

The words to “Through It All” are powerful. The kids sang, “In a world ever changing, there are times we feel alone. But in this 
world, God is with us. He’s in our lives wherever we go. And we will not be afraid. For our God is with us every day. We will 

stand firm and strong and this will be our song.” 

Then the kids really got excited as they sang the chorus, “Through it all, our God is faithful. Through it all, our God is true. He never fails. Never 
changes. When we rise or when we fall.  God is with us, with us, through it all”. What a great song for the kids to have running through their minds 
as they prepare to go back to school. These words can also help us as we face our own challenges each day.

Each day of VBS was filled with fun activities, but they all drove home the point of God’s faithfulness. Here are the Bible points the kids learned:

 •   When things change, God is with you. (Daniel 1 & Hebrews 13:5)
 •   When you need help, God is with you. (Daniel 2 & Psalm 46:1)
 •   When you are afraid, God is with you. (Daniel 3 & Isaiah 41:10)
 •   When you’re lonely, God is with you. (Daniel 6:1-16 & Matthew 28:20)
 •   When you’re thankful, God is with you. (Daniel 6:16-28 & I Chronicles 16:34)

I’d encourage each of us to read through the story of Daniel once again so that we too might be encouraged by Daniel’s example and God’s faithful-
ness through it all. Who knows, it might even energize a few of us adults to live for God as well!
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From the Pastor...  

Luke Wimpy, Cassidy Barker, and James M
Martin lead the Celebration Time at VBS.

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
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Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of July 22 & 29, 2018

Church in Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 . . . . . . . . . 158

Church in Worship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 210 . . . . . . . . . 197

7/22 7/29

Schedule FLC Activities Schedule

Dr. Nelson Granade..................................................................Senior Minister
Mr. James Martin..................................................Minister of Music & Worship
Ms. Melissa Wilson...........................................Minister of Children & Families
Dr. Larry Gregg......................Minister of Christian Education & Administration
Rev. Justin Cox.................................................................Minister to Students
Mr. Eddie Wiseman...........................................Accompanist / Music Assistant

Giving Goal

Budget Receipts

Monthly Goal Met / Needed to Meet Yearly Goal

Alms 

Designated

Year-to-Date
53,565.00

56,092.00

2,527.00

575.00

4,927.00

692,995.00

690,995.00

2,180.00

8,586.00

92,521.00

July

Sunday, August 5
9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages

10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
5:00 p.m. Venture Students

Monday, August 6
9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary

Tuesday, August 7
10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
Wednesday, August 8

12:00 p.m. Lunch & Bible Study - Adams Hall
Thursday, August 9

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, August 12

9:00 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary

5:00 p.m. Venture Students
Monday, August 13

9:00 a.m. Prayer in Sanctuary
Tuesday, August 14

10:15 a.m. Sewing Group
Wednesday, August 15

12:00 p.m. Lunch & Bible Study - Adams Hall
Thursday, August 16

1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School
Monday, August 6
9:30 a.m. Pickleball 

11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Tuesday, August 7

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, August 8

9:30 a.m. Pickleball
7:15 p.m. Pickleball 

Thursday, August 9
9:30 a.m. Pickleball 

7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball
Friday,  August 10

11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Monday, August 13

11:45 a.m. Line Dancers
Tuesday, August 14

7:00 p.m. Senior Men’s Basketball
Wednesday, August 15

9:00 a.m. Pickleball
7:15 p.m. Pickleball 

Thursday,  August 16
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet

7:00 p.m. Men’s Basketball
Friday, August 17

12:45 p.m. Line Dancers

August 5, 2018
Living in Light

Ephesians 5:1-20

August 12, 2018
Living in Family

Ephesians 5:21-6:4

August 19, 2018
Living in Service
Ephesians 6:5-9

August 26, 2018 
Living in Strength

Ephesians 6:10-20

Life in Christ: Lessons from Ephesians
Summer Sermon Series



Pray for Our Children

James McNiel is always capturing the best moments at FBC with his photos of our special events like VBS, Jubilee 
Sunday, Thanksgiving meal, Christmas Joy, Easter breakfast, and Memorial Day picnic. We appreciate James’ faithful-
ness in helping capturing these moments in our church’s history.

Thanks for all you do to make FBC great! 

Each issue of The Interim will feature a member that does great and often unrecognized things for FBC. If you would 
like to see someone recognized as an Unsung Hero, please e-mail Kayley Crouch at kayley@statesvillefbc.org or call 
704-873-7231.

Unsung Hero
James McNiel

This past week First Baptist Church has made a mark on the map of history.  We often hear that our children are our most precious commodity, 
and it’s true. This week in Vacation Bible School, our own, as well as many others, have heard truths from God’s Word they will never forget.  
At the appropriate time the Holy Spirit will recall these truths to their minds. Some will be called to serve God in Christian Ministry; others will 
be called to serve in “secular” jobs.  (Actually, I don’t believe God makes a distinction between the two.)  Perhaps the greatest impression on 
their minds and hearts is the example and loving attention of those who taught them. As they grow and are propelled into society, and as they 
impact history going forward, this week will be a landmark they will never forget.

I want to challenge parents and teachers of young children to form a prayer group and meet in the Lydia Prayer Room to pray for our children.  
Teaching is essential, example is important, but neither can take the place of prayer. When we pray, we partner with God in bringing about 
His plan for our children’s lives.

His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather

James & Wilma McNiel
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AnnouncementsCBF Mission Bites

Bite 93: A child shall lead them
"We thank God that he has blessed us with wonderfully dedicated 
'partners.' One of our youngest partners is Abigail*. She comes to 
the Persian Ministry in Virginia on Sundays with her family. They 
have jumped right in, initiating conversations, building friendships, 
helping with physical needs and sharing Christ's love. Abigail and 
her brothers serve as examples for the Persian children. Recently, 
Abigail volunteered to pray for the Bible study class. The prayer 
was beautiful! Last week, I saw Abigial dragging adult-sized chairs 
across the room to help clean up. When I see her in action, I see 
Jesus working through a little child who loves him. I pray that more 
of us would follow Abigail's example of service."

- Pat, CBF field personnel working among Persian speakers world-
wide

*Name has been changed for security purposes

Bite 94: Beloved Community Through Prayer
"Giles, a young boy who participates in Togo House clubs, recently 
visited Lynn and Mike at their home. He is concerned that his 
grades are not good enough to stay in school. He wants to stay in 
school but his parents won't pay if he is failing. He came to them 
because he knows they pray for people in the community. Prayer 
creates a Beloved Community of those who do not yet believe and 
those who do."

- Lynn and Mike Hutchinson, CBF field personnel, Togo, West 
Africa

Precept Study
Book of Revelation

Begins Tuesday, September 4 - 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. &
Wednesday, September 5 - 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Adams Hall 
Have you ever thought, “I’ll NEVER understand the book of Revela-
tion”?  Well now you can!  We will begin our fall Precept Bible Study 
with the first three chapters, “Jesus’ Message to the Church”. The 
introductory classes will be Tuesday, September 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m., 
and Wednesday, September 5, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  (You choose which 
day is most convenient for you.)  After that the class will run for ten 
weeks—through November 13 and 14. We will begin again in Janu-
ary with chapter 4. Precept classes study God’s Word, not man’s 
word.  Please join us for this exciting adventure.  You may sign up 
at the Welcome Center or by calling the church office at 
704-873-7231.   

Christian Sympathy... 
...is extended to the family of Pat Reavis in her death on July 27, 
2018.

Church Services Streaming Live 
You can now watch Sunday morning services live every Sunday 
morning at 10:00 a.m. EDT. Just log on to First Baptist Statesville 
Live Stream on youtube.com. Past services will also be archived. 
For more info, check the church's website at fbcstatesville.org.

Upcoming Events for Venture Students 

August 23: With our ongoing theme of food and creation care, the 
students will visit a local grocery store as well as the farmers market 
at Pecan Park. For those able to attend, we will meet at the church 
at 4:00 p.m. Students can be picked up at the church at 6:00 p.m.

September 16: Messy Games

October 26: A Friday evening outing where students will participate 
in an “Escape Room Challenge”. What’s an escape room? Read 
more at https://keytoescapenc.com.

November: Tour of Cultivation Urban Garden at the Statesville 
YMCA. Date and Time to be announced.

December 1: Lunch at Salem Tavern and evening at Old Salem’s 
Candle Tea. Students will come to Winston-Salem for a late lunch 
at 2:00 p.m. then tour the Single Brothers Home and see how Mora-
vians celebrated Christmas in the 18th century. This event will be 
part of our Christmas celebration.


