Tanner & Forde Snow, Brock & Ruby Kate Lowrance, and Cate Taylor
enjoy making their resurrection gardens in their Lent Kits.
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From the Pastor...

Many have been asking about our ministries and continued COVID restrictions. Our goal is to do as much as we
can without risking our health or that of our community. I am pleased that the number of cases, hospitalizations
and deaths are all on the decline. Iredell, however, continues to be one of the 27 counties still in the red zone (as
of 2/22/21).
We need to remain vigilant and not stop the practices that are helping us just when they are beginning to have a
positive effect. At the same time, we do want to engage in as many ministries as safely possible. I appreciate our
medical advisory team who continues to help us make these critical decisions. Here is an update on a few areas
of importance:
VACCINES
We are pleased that many in our congregation have been vaccinated and encourage everyone to do so as they
are able. We need to remember, however, that the majority of our people have NOT had the opportunity to be
vaccinated (including our entire ministerial staff). As vaccines become more widespread, we hope that will enable
us to drop some of our precautions; but that probably won’t be until late spring or early summer.
There are also questions about whether or not someone who has been vaccinated can still transmit COVID or if
vaccines protect against all variants. Until these issues are resolved, we need everyone to remain masked while
in our buildings – even if you are vaccinated. It is the best practice for now and we have no way of knowing who
has been vaccinated and who has not. Please bear with us a while longer.
WORSHIP
Our worship service will continue to be offered in person and online. Both of these options will remain throughout
the pandemic and into the future. For now, we will continue to require masks and social distancing; but will reexamine this as things improve. Since singing is a major form of transmission, we will not be able to sing congregationally or have choir until everyone has had the opportunity to be vaccinated.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
We know how much you miss each other and want to get back to your classes. We hope to accommodate this
as it becomes safer to do so. We are working on plans that will allow more classes to meet in larger rooms
(masked and socially distanced). We will be having a Sunday School teachers meeting via Zoom in the next
couple of weeks to talk through these plans.

continued on page 3

Schedule
Sunday, February 28
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
8:45 a.m. Sunday School - Zoom & Adams Hall
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, March 1
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, March 3
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
5:30 p.m. To-Go Meals
Menu: chicken & dumplings, rice pilaf, roasted
corn & red peppers, & chocolate pudding
Thursday, March 4
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
Sunday, March 7
March Alms - Eddie Steele Fund
7:00 a.m. Sunday School Lesson
Uploaded to YouTube
8:45 a.m. Sunday School - Zoom & Adams Hall &
Multipurpose Room (FLC)
10:00 a.m. Worship - Sanctuary & Live Stream
Monday, March 8
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
7:00 p.m. Pickle Ball
Wednesday, March 10
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
5:30 p.m. To-Go Meals
Menu: TBA
Thursday, March 11
8:30 a.m. Pickle Ball
1:00 p.m. Clothes Closet
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Painting & Carpet Update

Our painters continue to work diligently and hope to
have their work completed by the end of February. A big
thank you goes out to our staff, who have continued
working faithfully amidst the disarray of renovation.
The carpet is on order and scheduled to be installed the
week of March 8th. The installers hope to have it completed within a week. Things are starting to come
together and look wonderful. Thank you for your
patience and support. Please be careful of the construction when you are in the building.

A Message from Minister of
Young Families & Missions
Elizabeth Kilby
It has made my heart happy to see the hearts around
town. I know that not all were able to get these to pass
out or in their yards and that is okay. We are still working
on additional ways to spread the love as the year continues. As you have ideas please share them with me at
elizabethstatesvillefbc@gmail.com. Our hearts and
minds remain focused on missions as we look toward
the arrival of spring and new growth. Spring cleaning is
happening and sometimes that should mean cleaning
some cobwebs out of our hearts and minds and making
new space to share hope and love with those around us.
During this Lenten season may we focus on the vision
Christ has for our individual and collective lives and join
together to be His hands and feet.
Many thoughts and prayers,
Elizabeth

Spiritual Statistics
Weeks of February 14 & 21, 2021
2/14

2/21

Live Stream Views. . . . . . . . . . . . . 65. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60
In-Person. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Financial Statistics
Giving Goal

64,779.00

Year-to-Date
399,901.00

Budget Receipts

42,784.00

345,118.00

Goals Not Yet Met

21,995.00

54,783.00

475.00

2,845.00

1,571.00

25,020.00

Alms
Designated

February

From the Pastor: continued from Page 1
How many classes will be able to meet in-person and when they can meet will depend upon health guidelines,
availability of rooms and the comfort level of teachers and participants (this is true for adults, children and youth).
We also need to wait until after the painting and carpet work is completed; as much of our space is unavailable
right now. When classes are allowed back, rooms might be adjusted and readjusted as needed. Please be patient
and flexible.
For now we are offering a prerecorded lesson (released at 7:00 a.m. on Sundays), a Zoom class (Horizons and
friends) and an in-person option in Adams Hall (masks and social distancing required). In March we will experiment with adding an option for younger/median adults sponsored by the Crosswalk class. It will meet in the multipurpose room in the FLC and also require masks and social distancing. If this goes well and health trends continue to improve, we will look at bringing other classes back – probably late spring or early summer.
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Our children’s and youth ministries have continued throughout the pandemic. Melissa has visited our children and
brought activities to their homes as well as posting videos each week and sponsoring quarterly in-person activities. Our youth have continued to meet in-person or virtually. We will expand these ministries as it is safe to do
so. If you would like more information, or to volunteer in these ministries, please contact Melissa.
OTHER MINISTRIES
Our church continues to reach out to our community in many ways. The Clothes Closet is open on Thursday afternoon with a limited number of volunteers (contact Brenda Falter (704-657-7557) for more information). Our Medical Equipment Ministry is available by appointment (contact Bob Dellinger (704-450-9143) for more information).
Our gym is available for pickle ball and walkers as well as community groups like PowerCross. We have sent
additional gifts to local groups (like Iredell Christian Ministries, Yokefellows, & Fifth Street) as well as helping
directly with benevolence needs in our church and community.
CONCLUSION
We are trying to do as much as we can as safely as we can. We are aware that other congregations are making
different decisions that vary from no restrictions to no programming. We feel our balanced approach has been
prudent and will continue to make adjustments as required – whether that means opening more or pulling back
as conditions warrant. Thank you for your continued support. We will get through this together and come out
stronger.

Why Me, Lord? Why Not Me?
At the end of Job’s long dilemma, in Chapter 42, verse 5, speaking to God, he said, “My ears had heard of you
but now my eyes have seen you.” Suffering causes us to see and know God in a reality that cannot be experienced by just reading His Word. Where does prayer intersect suffering? Instead of asking, “Why me?”, we might
ask, “Why not me?”
“Why me Lord?”
That was once my story.
Now I pray, “Why Not Me?
Use me for Thy glory.
Why not me, Lord?
This load imposed on me
Is with Your permission
That I might uplift Thee.
Why not me, Lord?
I want to tell Thy story.
With joy I’ll bear my cross
That You may get the glory.”
His servant and your friend,
Ginny Stikeleather (poem by Perry Tanksley)
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Happy Birthday

Announcements

March 16
March 1
Barbara Price
Michael White
Ian Rushton
March 2
Tim Tobey
Tanner Snow
Stanley Williams
March 3
March 17
Judy Jackson
Joel Wilson
March 5
March 19
Connie Minnix
Andrew White
March 6
March 20
Jacob Palmer
Hailey Wiseman
March 7
March 23
Caroline Bentley
Ruby Kate Lowrance Tammy Tillery
April Waugh
March 8
March 25
Luke Williams
Bill Eubanks
March 9
Hersey Miller
Bob Dellinger
March 27
Brent Winston
Lori Fincannon
March 10
Steve Koontz
Clarence Poole
March 28
March 11
Bill Stiles
Margaret Barnard
March 31
Lori Milstead
Donna Abercrombie
March 12
Don Daniel
Nathan Rash
Luke Wimpy
March 13
Johnie McLeod
March 14
Donnie Bowers
Kelby Houston
Kevin Houston
Mary Beth Wynne

New Arrival!
Congratulations to Michael &
Mary Alice Lowrance on the
birth of a daughter, Olivia Catherine, on February 11. The
proud big sister and brother are
Ruby Kate & Brock. The proud
grandparents are Jody and
Cathy Parlier.
Christian Sympathy
...is extended Don & Peggy Koepnick in the death of their son,
Bradley, on February 17.
FBC Preschool Registration Now Open
Registration for the 2021-2022 Preschool year is now open to
church members. If you would like to register your child, please visit
www.fbcstatesville.org/weekday-preschool for registration information or call the church office at 704.873.7231.
Eddie Steele Fund
March Alms Offering - March 7, 2021
Our March Alms offering will be put toward the Eddie Steele Fund
at Fifth Street Ministries in memory of our dear friend Eddie Steele.
Eddie was a brother in Christ, a friend, a co-worker, a volunteer,
and a caretaker of our campus. Eddie passed away in June of
2016. Each March (Eddie’s birthday month), we remember him
with a contribution to the fund set up in his name that helps other
homeless individuals get back on their feet.

January 17, 2021

For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:21

